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Refugees under constant attacks 


• BEiRUT(R-) — Eleven Palestmian refugees have been killed. 10 
wounded and seven have disappeared in an upsurge of attacks on 
them m Lebanon m the past two months, a United Nations agency 
said Friday. The violence, and a number of arrests of Palestinians, 
have occurred mainly in Beirut and Israeli- occupied South Leb- 
anon-. a statement by 'the U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) said. Palestinian refugees have been affected by about 
26 shelling or bombing incidents, said a statement by UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Olof Rydbeck who appealed to the forces 
controlling {he various areas to protect civilian lives. Unexplained 
bombings which recently wrecked several Palestinian homes and 
shops in the southern city of Sidon coincided with mounting 
violent resistance to Israeli occupation. 
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Cabinet to meet 
Sundays and Fridays 

AMMAN (J.T. > — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad'Obeidat has decided 
that the cabinet holds two sessions 
a week, Sunday and Friday. The 
sessions will take place in the aft- 
ernoon after office hours, so 
as to enable the ministers to han- 
dle their ministry’s affairs during 
office hours, the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

. Iran threatens 
Iraqi pipeline 

LONDON (Agenciesj — Iranian 
Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar 
'Rafsanjani' said Tuesday Iran 
would close Iraq's only remaining 
outlet for its oil exports, a pipeline 
from northern Iraq through Tur- 
key to the Mediterranean, the nat- 
ional news agency IRNA rep- 
orted. On Thursday. Iraq said Iran 
has mobilised about 300.000 men 
on its borders and Baghdad was 
expecting a new Iranian offensive 
in the three-year-old Gulf war. 

‘U.S. fleet fears 
suicide attacks 9 

TEL AVIV (R: — Israel Tel- 
evision reported Thursday that 
U.S. naval units in the Eastern 
Mediterranean are on high alert in 
fear of suicidal “Kamikaze-style 
air attacks. The television report 
said American planes closely obs- 
erve all flights entering or leaving 
Israeli and Lebanese air space. 

Haig assails Reagan 

NEW YORK (R) - The Reagan 
administration talked tough for 
Joo long. wiih .t.he Soviet Union 
and made a mistake by sending 
troops into Lebanon, former Sec- 
retary of State Alexander Haig 
said Thursday. Mr. Haig said in a 
CBS Television interview: “It’s 
clear that the rhetoric in the early 
days of the administration, while it 
was essential at the outset.^ pro- 
bably went a little too long." 

Wounded Frenchman 
dies in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R 1 - The driver of the 
French consul in Beirut, in a coma 
since he was shot by a gunman 
more than two weeks ago. died in 
hospital Thursday, the French 
embassy said. 

U.S.: Bahai’s under 
persecution in Iran 

WASHINGTON (A.P.l — The 
State Department said Thursday it 
has received reports that the Ira- 
nian government arrested some 
250 members of the Baha’ i faith 
between November and early 
January. 

Israeli arrested 
for grenade attack 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(A.P.- — A ZN-year-oid Israeli 
locksmith has been arrested and 
charged with throwing the gre- 
nade- that killed an anti-war act- 
ivist last year during a dem- 
onstration outside the prime min- 
ister's office, police announced 
Friday.- The killing of Emil Gre- 
enszweig. a 33-year-old graduate 
student and reserve army officer, 
.ignited bitter recriminations bet- 
ween the right and left wing camps 
over Israers entanglement in 
Lebanon 
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Arafat expected after African tour 

AMMAN f J.T.) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO} 
Chairman Yasser Arafat will visit Jordan after completing a pre- 
scheduled tour of several African countries which will Stan Tue- 
sday. PLO sources told the Jordan Times Friday. The sources 
added that Mr. Arafat is expected to head a meeting of the Central 
Committee of Fateh in Tunis within the next 4R hours. Mr. Arafat 
-will then embark on a tour of African countries followed by a trip 
- to several Arab countries, they added. The sources did noi specify 
the- Arab countries included in the visit, but said that Mr. Arafat 
will come to Jordan to resume talks on joint political moves in 
-Middle East peace efforts. 


Price: Jordan 100 Qs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pomdj S antfr jirabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


‘Threats, intimidations cannot terrify Jordan,’ Hassan tells Libya 


Egypt awaits details of 
OIC readmission decision 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt Friday sought 
details of a decision by the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) inviting it back to 
the Islamic fold from which it was suspended 
five years ago. 


Jordan played a major role in 
the OIC derision, taken at the fou- 
rth Islamic summit which con- 
cluded in Casablanca. Morocco. 
Thursday. 

The 45 -nation OIC decided 
Wednesday to invite Egypt to res- 
ume its place as a founder member 
of the group — on condition that it 
endorse all joint Arab positionson 
the Middle East conflict. 

The summit approved by con- 
sensus a proposal to end the 
three-year-old suspension of 
Egypt from ihe OIC as soon as the 
Egyptian government explicitly 
endorsed the decisions taken at an 
earlier Islamic summit in 1 9K 1 and 
at an Arab summit in 1 982. 

The decision here implicitly cal- 
led on Egypt to accept wording 
that rejgpls the Camp David acc- 
ords, though without requiring a 
formal renunciation of the agr- 
eements. 

The summit took no action on a 
Syrian and Libyan demand that 
Egypt renounce its separate peace 
treaty with Israel before being 
readmitted to the Islamic group. 

The last summit meeting of the 
Islamic nations, held in Taif, Saudi 
in„N T ,S],. decided to sus- 
pend Egypt's membership bec- 
ause the late Egyptian president. 
Anwar SadaL had signed the 
Camp David agreements with Isr- 
ael. 

Hassan supports move 

Addressing the conference on 
Wednesday. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan outlined' 
Jordan's stance vis-a-vis ending 
the suspension of Egypt’s mem- 
bership in the organisation. 

“Jordan as well as other Arab 


countries have taken part in the 
Baghdad summit and played a 
prominent role in suspending the 
membership of Egypt (in the OICj 
and boycotting it. Jordan's role in 
this conference was distinguished 
and important, because Jordan, as 
you are aware, was required acc- 
ording to Camp David accords, to 
take part in the peace negotiations 
on behalf of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Therefore 
Jordan's role and its contribution 
to the conference was an essential 
one." Prince Hassan said. 

“When Jordan stood by the 
unanimous Arab decision because 
Jordan believes that the PLO is 
the sole aDd legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and accordingly the Camp 
David accords were totally rej- 
ected by Jordan." he added. 

"Nevertheless, we have to 
admit that Egypt of today is not 
Egypt of 1979: it is Egypt of the 
Arabs and Egypt of Mubarak, it is 
not regional Egypt.” Prince Has- 
san said. "Egypt of today has 
drawn up for itself this actual 
image through words, deeds, 
stands and methods. Egypt of 
today is Egypt of the Arabs and 
Muslims. It should not remain 
away from its people. Egypt’s 
departure is a loss to our effort to 
correct the situation arising from 
Camp David accords. The loss of 
the Egyptian people is a loss to our 
nations, and if anyone is going to 
pay for Camp David accords other 
than the Palestinian and the Leb- 
anese people, then it will be us in 
Jordan. “Therefore." the Crown 
Prince said, “and in view of our 
responsibility in Jordan towards 
Palestine and towards ourselves, 
and believing in the national 


trend. 1 announce my country’s 
support for ending the suspension 
of Egypt's membership in the 
OIC. ■ It is clear that the draft 
resolution submitted to us is rea- 
sonable. sound and balanced, and 
has sufficient guarantee to return 
Egypt to our fold to take its pos- 
ition side by side of us in our str- 
uggle for liberating Palestine and 
Jerusalem.” 

Hassan retorts to Libya 

“I am not defending (Guinean) 
President (Ahmad Sekou) 
Toure’s proposal (urging Egypt’s 
return to the OICj. but I am int- 
erested in replying the threats and 
attempts of intimidation against 
Jordan by the Libyan delegate 
Tuesday." Prince Hassan said, 
referring to a speech at the summit 
by the Libyan second in com- 
mand. Major Adbul Salam JaJ- 
loud. 

“I would like to remind that the 
speech by those whose pockets are 
full of dollars does not terrify any- 
body and Jordan does not fear 
anybody." Prince Hassan said. 
"Jordan's relations with its people 
is clear-cut and firm and its stands 
and sacrifices for Palestine are 
well-known through its deeds." 

Prince Hassan also held a series 
of talks Wednesday and Thursday 
with a number of Islamic leaders 
and reviewed with them subjects 
on the conference's agenda, in 
addition to bilateral relations bet- 
ween Jordan and their respective 
countries. 

He met with King Fahd Ibo 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia. Tun- 
isian President Habib Bourguiba. 
Sudanese President J a’ afar Num- 
eiri. North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Qatari Emir She-, 
ikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad A1 Thani, 
Bahraini Emir Sheikh Issa Ibn 
Salman A1 Khalifa and Turkish 
President Kenan Evren. 

Earlier. Prince Hassan held int- 
ensive talks with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, who is expected to 
visit Jordan soon to resume talks 


with His Majesty King Hussein on 
joint J ordanian- Palestinian moves 
in Middle East peace efforts. 

Syria and Libya took the lead in - 
opposing Egypt's readmission to 
the OIC. according to summit sou- 
rces. They argued that the Camp 
David agreements were violations 
of joint Arab and Islamic policy, 
and that Egypt should not be all- 
owed to return to the Islamic fam- 
ily unless it renounced the agr- 
eements. 

Moderates, led by Pakistan. 
Malaysia. Turkey and Guinea, 
said the reasons for Egypt s 19K1 
' suspension were no longer valid 
because the Arab Nations offered 
a peace plan of their own at their 
summit conference m Fez. Mor- 
occo in September 1982. They 
also pointed to the recent rec- 
onciliation between Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak and Mr. 
Arafat. 

The sources said Mr. Arafat was 
present throughout the debate but 
took no part in it. His foreign pol- 
icy spokesman. Farouk Kad- 
dourai. announced earlier that Mr. 
Arafat would neither initiate 
Egypt’s readmission nor oppose it. 

Informed sources in Cairo said 
Egyptian leaders were privately 
elated by an apparent dramatic 
new step in Egypt’s gradual rei- 
ntegration in the Islamic and Arab 
mainstream which may also help 
boost the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

But official comment .was wit- 
• hheld pending details and fol-' 
lowing a statement by Egypt Thu- 
rsday that' it would not accept an 
invitation back if conditions were 
attached. A delegation from the 
summit, expected to include the 
Iraqi and Pakistani foreign min- 
isters. is awaited in Cairo. 

President Mubarak reiterated 
this week that Egypt will not scrap 
the U.S.-sponsored Camp David 
accords. 


Egypt's return to OIC seen as 
moderates' victory, page 2 


Druze threaten to step up Beirut shelling 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Opp- 
osition Druze militia accused the 
Lebanese army of shelling 
densely-populated mountain vil- 
lages near Beirut Friday and thr- 
eatened to step up shelling of the 
capital in reprisal. 

The Druze warned inhabitants 
"to preserve lives” by keeping 
away from government offices, 
radio and television stations and 
positions manned by the Lebanese . 
army and its right-wing allies of 
the predominantly Christian 
“Lebanese Forces” militia. 

The warning.’ issued by the mai- 
nly Druze Progressive Socialist 


Kidnapped 
PLF leader 
released 


DAMASCUS (R) — A leader of 
the small Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) commando group, 
Ta’alat Yacoub. apparently kid- 
napped by other members of the 
group two days ago. was freed 
here Thursday. Palestinian sou- 
rces said. 

Mr. Yacoub. speaking to rep- 
orters. declined all comment on 
his reported kidnapping, saying 
only: "What happened inside the 
PLF was an organisational mat- 
ter.” 

But the sources said he was rel- 
eased in the early hours of Thu- 
rsday. apparently by PLF mem- 
bers. including Abdul Fattah 
Ghanem. opposed to his policies. 

The kidnapping appeared to be 
a spillover from the split within the 
overall Palestinian movement 
between moderate supporters of 
Yasser Arafat and Syrian-backed 
rebels. 

The sources said it was not clear 
whether the kidnappers were still 
holding other PLF members. 

When the kidnapping was Em 
reported on Tuesday, the victims 
were said to include Mr. Yacoub 
and other PLF men. 


Party (PSP), came amid mounting 
artillery duels that sent shells cra- 
shing into Christian residential 
neighbourhoods of east Beirut 
and into Druze villages in the 
mountains. 

Shortly before, a Reuter rep- 
orter watched as Lebanese army 
guns southeast df Beirut fired 3ft 
shells and 20 rockets in a space of 
three hours and saw puffs of 
smoke from hits in the nearby 
Druze town of Shweifat and vil- 
lages further east 

The reporter saw shell holes 
from three direct hits on a 
Druze-held school on a mountain 


ridge above Shweifat. 

Police said 20 civilians suffered 
various shrapnel wounds in east 
Beirut and outlying residential 
neighbourhoods. A Druze spo- 
kesman said at least 10 civilians 
were killed in Druze towns. 

Shells flew over the heads of 
British troops serving with the 
Multi-National Force (MNFj dur- 
ing the duels, but none hit their 
base at suburban Hadath, British 
spokesman Maj. Dicky Turral 
said. 

State-run Beirut Radio said 20 
shells had hit.the Christian mou- 
ntain village of Kahaleh on the 


main Beirut- Damascus highway, 
where the array has positions, dur- 
ing a 15-minute period in the late 
afternoon. 

Earlier, eyewitnesses said shells 
hit army positions in the 
Hadath-Baabda area southeast of 
the capital. Beirut Radio said 
army positions in the coastal Kha- 
lde area also came under fire. 

Right-wing Falangist radio said 
army fire had silenced Druze pos- 
itions and hit six mountain towns 
and villages. 

Beirut universities dosed; Salem 
meets British leaders; Craxi, 
Rumsfeld bold talks, page 2 


Israelis, resistance forces clash in Sidon 


SIDON. Lebanon (R) — Israeli 
troops fought a brief dawn gun- 
battle Friday with resistance for- 
ces who fired at them in the centre 
of this southern port city, eye- 
witnesses said. 

The resistance forces opened 
fire with automatic rifles on an 
Israeli patrol driving along the 
main street and the Israelis ret- 
urned fire with machine-guns and 
grenades. 

There was no immediate word 
on casualties, but nearby shops 
were damaged and a main ele- 


ctricity cable was cut in the fig- 
hting. 

Four explosions shook Sidon 
overnight. One bomb went off m a 
shop owned by a Palestinian. 

In Tel Aviv, an army spo- 
kesman said an Israeli patrol was. 
attacked with small arms in Sidon. 

He also said an Israeli patrol in 
the southern Lebanese town of 
Nabatiyeh had discovered and 
dismantled a time bomb. 

Attacks on Israeli troops have 
become a daily occurrence in sou-, 
them Lebanon and a number of 


Israeli parliamentarians have cal- 
led for an immediate withdrawal. 

On Thursday, a battle between 
Israeli troops and resistance forces 
held up the burial of a 14-year-old 
Lebanese youth killed Wednesday 
in a solo attack on Israeli soldiers, 
eyewitnesses said. 

The 3(J-minute clash before the 
funeral, which was attended by 
only a few relatives and was fol- 
lowed by more shooting, shut 
down this Israeli-occupied city for 
the third successive day. 


Jerusalem Christians fear for safety 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A series of grenade 
attacks on Christian institutions in 
and around Jerusalem has sev- 
erely undermined the confidence 
of Christian communities in Isr- 
aels ability to protect them. 

Daniel Rossing. head of the 
Religious Affairs Ministry’s Chr- ' 
istian department told Reuters 
the attacks had sent a wave of fear 
through the communities. 

In recent weeks, there have 
been five attempts to attack chu- 
> reties and tnonastries near Jer- 
j usalem. Police dismantled three 
grenades before they could exp- 
lode. one detonated wounding a 
nun and the fifth, last Sunday, exp- 
loded without causing injury. 


A group calling itself “Terror 
Against Terror (TNT}" claimed 
responsibility for these and other 
simultaneous attacks on Muslim 
institutions. 

Mr. Rossing said police were 
investigating the possibility that a 
Jewish underground group was 
behind the attacks. 

At the same time. anti- 
Christian feeling among ordinary 
Jews was rising, fuelled by mis- 
sionary activity by some churches. 
Rossing said. 

“A group called the Messianic 
Assembly recently had its church 
set on fire. We later discovered it 
had been distributing thousands of 
New Testaments in mail boxes in 
an orthodox Jewish nei- 


ghbourhood," he said. 

Meanwhile, Patriarch Pimen. 
head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, has asked Israeli Pre- 
sident Chaim Herzog for ass- 
urances that steps would be taken 
to prevent further attacks on an 
orthodox monastery in Jerusalem. 

A hand grenade apparently att- 
ached to a door narrowly missed 
wounding a nun at the Gomi Rus- 
sian Orthodox Monastery in West 
Jerusalem on Sunday. No one cla- 
imed responsibility for the attack. 

In a telegram to Mr. Herzog, 
reported by the official Soviet 
news agency TASS. Patriarch 
Pimen said only chance saved the 
life of the nun. Glafira Sorokina. 
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His Majesty King Hussein talks with His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan who returned to 
Amman Friday after leading the Jordanian del- 



lift 






egation to the fourth Islamic summit which con- 
cluded in Casablanca, Morocco, Thursday (Petra 
photo) 


Crown Prince returns 
after Islamic summit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
returned to Amman Friday after 
heading the Jordanian delegation 
to the fourth Islamic summit con- 
ference which concluded in Cas- 
ablanca. Morocco. Thursday. 

He was received at the airport 
by His Majesty King Hussein. His 
Highness Prince Faisal Ibn A1 
Hussein. Prime Minister Ahmad 
'Obeidat. Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad A1 
Lawzi. Lower House of Par- 


liament Speaker Akef A1 Fayez. 
Royal Court Chief Marwan A1 
Oasem. Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid. Chief Islamic Jus- 
tice Sheikh Ibrahim A1 Qattan and 
senior government officials. 

Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior Sul- 
eiman Arar who were members of 
the delegation to the Islamic 
summit also returned with Prince 
Hassan. 


Dakhqan appointed president 
of National Planning Council 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree has been issued approving 
the cabinet's decision to appoint 
Mr. Omar Abdallah Dakhqan as 
president of the National Planning 
Council ( NPC). 

The position Mr. Dakhqan wfll 
occupy as of Saturday became 
vacant following NPC President 
Hanna Odeh’s appointment as 
minister of finance in the newly- 
appointed cabinet headed by Mr. 
Ahmad 'Obeidat. 

Mr. Dakhqan was a member of 
the now-dissolved National Con- 
sultative Council (NCC) and he 
also served as director of the Nat- 
ural Resources Authority prior to 
his appointment as NPC pre- 
sident. 


21 face 

death 

penalty 

in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Twenty-one 
suspects arrested after a wave of 
bombings in Kuwait last month, 
including attacks on the U.S. and 
French embassies, will be tried 
within 10 days and face the death 
penalty, a Kuwaiti newspaper 
reported Thursday. 

The daily AI Qabas quoted sou- 
rces in the state security pro- 
secution as saying investigations 
had closed and the prosecution 
would demand capital punishment 
for all 21 suspects. 

The paper quoted Interior Min- 
ister Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad AJ 
Jaber as saying the suspects would , 
be tried by a state security court in 
a special building for security rea- 1 
sons. 

Five people died, including the 
driver of a suicide truck, in the 
bomb attacks on Dec. 1 2 on the 
two embassies, Kuwait airport and 
other Kuwaiti installations. 

Kuwait officials said last month 
that the suspects included Iraqi 
and Lebanese members of the Isl- 
amic Al Dawa (call) group, bel- 
ieved to be mainly Shfite Muslims 
opposed to the- Iraqi government 
and now based in Iran. 

Iraq blamed Iran for being beh- 
ind the bombings in Kuwait, which 
supports Iraq in the Gulf war aga- 
inst Iran. Iran denied inv- 
olvement. 

Another 21 Iranians have been 
expelled by Kuwait; the latest in a 
wave of deportations, Tehran 
Radio reported Thursday. 

It said the 21. all residents of 
Kuwait, were “expelled by the 
security police of that country” 
and crossed the Gulf by mot- 
orboat to Iran Wednesday. 


Omar Abdallah Dakhqan 


Akram Zuaiter 

Jerusalem 

committee 

reformed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree has been issued approving 
the cabinet’s decision to reform 
the Royal Committee for Jer- 
usalem Affairs. 

The new committee, whose cha- 
irman is Mr. Akram Zuaiter. is 
composed of the following mem- 
bers: Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Ibrahim Al Oattan (vice- 
chairmanj. Foreign Minister 
Taher AJ Masri, Information Min- 
ister Laila Sharaf. Awqaf Minister 
Abed Khalaf Dawoudieh. Min- 
ister of Occupied Territories Aff- 
airs Shawkat Mahmoud. Minister 
of Public Works Rayef Nijra. Mr. 
Emil AI Ghouri, Jerusalem Mayor 
Rawhi Al Khatib and Latin Bis- 
hop Salim Al Sayegh. 


Hawatmeh assails Arafat’s 
meeting with Mubarak 


MOSCOW (Rj — A leader of a 
radical group of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) acc- 
used Yasser Arafat Friday of 
"betraying" his people's goals by 
visiting Cairo for talks with Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Nayef Hawatmeh. head of the 
Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (DFLP), spe- 
aking at a press conference in 
Moscow after talks with the Soviet 
leadership, said: 

. “ We do not approve of Arafat’ s 
meeting with Mubarak because it 
is a breach of the agreements of 
the Arab summit.” 

Mr. Hawatmeh said the Kre- 
mlin leadership had consistently 
tried to foster unity in the PLO. 

Mr. Hawatmeh gave no ind- 
ication the Kremlin had altered its 
past position of support for Mr. 
Arafat, who had been regarded by 
Moscow as one of the few stable 
factors in Middle East politics. 

An oil painting of Mr. Arafat 
hung on the wall of the PLO per- 
manent representation office in 
Moscow where the press con- 
ference was held. 

Mr. Hawatmeh refrained from 
saying he was opposed to Mr. Ara- 
fat’s personal leadership of the 
PLO and criticised only the vet- 
eran PLO chiefs current policies. 

“We are confident that we are 
capable of overcoming our pre- 


sent difficulties... but we are aga- 
inst deals with our enemies.” he 
said. 

Meanwhile in Kuwait, eleven of 
the 27 members of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) living in 
Kuwait have denounced Mr. Ara- 
fat’s visit io Egypt as deepening 
imer-Palesrinian divisions. 

The Central Committee and 
Revolutionary Council of his 
Fateh commando group said the 
visit had been intended to thank 
President Mubarak for the help he 
had extended to Mr. Arafat and 
his 4.000 men during the Tripoli 
fighting. 

The 1 1 members said the sta- 
tements by the two Fateh bodies 
failed to recognise the gravity of 
Mr. Arafat's move. 

They described his Cairo visit as 
a deviation from the decision of 
the 1979 Baghdad summit con- 
ference to expel Egypt from the 
Arab League because of its sep- 
arate peace treaty with Israel and 
from PNC resolutions on Egypt. 

"The visit has deepened inter- 
Palestinian divisions and has hel- 
ped to consecrate the Camp David 
accords (between Egypt and Isr- 
ael).” the statement said. 

“ It has also lifted the siege imp- 
osed on the (Egyptian) Camp 
David regime.” the statement 
added. '* 
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Egypt’s return to OIC 
seen as moderates’ victory 

CASABLANCA (R) - Muslim moderates » cSJ 

have prevailed over Arab radicals by forcing David peace accords of iy7s 

the return of Egypt to the Organisation Isl- * h “ “ 

amic Conference (OIC) five years after it was for an immediate ceasefire in the 

_ _ . , a ■*!, 4u-month war between Iraq and 

suspended over its peace treaty with Israel* j ran conference sources said. 


After four days of often acr- 
imonious debate, the 45-member 
OIC ended its fourth summit dur- 
ing the night with a surprise ann- 
ouncement to invite Egypt back, 
apparently without any con- 
ditions. 

Heads of three radical Arab 
delegations. Libya. Syria and 
South Yemen, walked out of the 
final closed-door session of the 
meeting in the ornate royal palace 
in Casablanca in protest at the dec- 
ision. 

The summit proved the radicals 
were heavily outnumbered by 
Arab moderates and their allies in 
Africa and Asia. 

Conference sources said Saudi 
Arabia masterminded the drive to 
reinstate Egypt, but left other 
countries, notably Pakistan and 
Guinea, to do the talking. 

The three -man walkout was 
foreshadowed by the Libyan del- 
egate. Abdul-Salam Jailoud. who 
said in Damascus before the sum- 
mit that Libya would boycott it if 
Egypt was invited to the meeting. 

The final communique said 
simply that Egypt had been inv- 
ited to resume its place in the OIC. 
from which it was suspended in 
iu7'>. and did not mention any 
conditions, apparently allowing 
Cairo to return on its own terms. 

During the conference. Egypt’s 
supporters repeatedly stressed 
that its return to the OIC would 
bolster the Islamic front against 


what they described as challenges 
from their enemies. 

They said Egypt, with a pop- 
ulation of more than 40 million 
and the Arab World” s largest 
army, was vital to the struggle with 
Israel. 

The decision to readmit Egypt- 
seen by the radicals as a traitor to 
the Arab cause, underlined the 
radicals' dwindling influence and 
diminishing numbers. 

The old "steadfastness and con- 
frontation front" of Syria. Libya. 
Algeria. South Yemen and the 
PLO appeared to be further und- 
ermined by the shifts in stance of 
Algeria and the PLO. 

However, diplomats said the 
Arab moderates were not exp- 
ected to soften their line on the 
Palestinian issue and an overall 
Middle East peace based on the 
Fez plan which calls for an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

The diplomats pointed out that 
the Islamic Summit had con- 
demned the recent military coo- 
peration accord between, the Uni-_ 
ted States and Israel and U.S. air' 
raids on Syrian positions in Leb- 
anon. 

For Egypt's supporters, the next 
battle will be to regain entry to the 
Arab League, from which it was 
also suspended in IV7V. 

Though backing may be gro- 
wing for Egypt, the radicals are 
expected to fight a last ditch battle 


to keep Cairo out until it ren- 
ounces the U.S.-sponsored Camp 
David peace accords of iy7R 
which led to the treaty with Israel. 

The conference has also called 
for an immediate ceasefire in the 
4o-monih war between Iraq and 
Iran, conference sources said. 

A resolution also appealed to 
Iran to respond to peace calls to 
spare the two states, both OIC 
members, further bloodshed, the 
sources told Reuters. 

Heads of state in the 45- 
member body expressed app- 
reciation at Iraq's response to eff- 
orts to end the war. the sources 
said. 

The conference supported Uni- 
ted Nations Security Council res- 
olutions stipulating a need to gua- 
rantee freedom of navigation in 
the Gulf and urged both sides to 
refrain from striking at civilian 
and economic targets, the sources 
said. 

Iran has boycotted the summit 
and an earlier foreign ministers' 
meeting, saying the OIC was sid- 
ing with Iraq. 

The Islamic heads of state also 
decided to ask an OIC mission led 
by Guinean President Ahmad 
SekouToure to resume its efforts 
to end the conflict, the sources 
added. 

They said the head of the Iraqi 
delegation reported to the summit 
on his country's efforts to ter- 
minate the war. 

“Iraq is ready to respond unc- 
onditionally to all peace moves to 
end the war and restore good nei- 
ghbourliness based on mutual res- 
pect and the non-interference of 
both countries in each other s int- 
ernal affairs." the sources quoted 
the Iraqi chief delegate as having 
said. 



Leaders of Islamic countries in session during the 
4th Islamic Conference at the Royal Palace in Cas- 


ablanca which concluded Thursday lAJP. wir- 
e photo). 


Beirut universities close after Kerr’s killing 


BEIRUT i R i — Schools and Uni- 
versities ip Beirut were closed 
Thursday as a mark of respect for 
assassinated American University 
President Malcolm Kerr who was 
gunned down near his office Wed- 
nesday. 

Dr. Kerr, a 52-year-old Ara- 
bist. died in the country of his birth 
after gunmen masquerading as 
students fired two shots into his 
head with a silenced pistol, killing 
him almost instantly. 

The shadowy fundamentalist 
“Islamic Jihad" (holy war) org- 
anisation claimed responsibility 
for Dr. Kerr’s killing and vowed to 
continue its attacks until all 
French and American nationals 
left Lebanon. 

The American University of 
Beirut suspended classes for the 
rest of the week out of respect for 
Dr. Kerr. 


Other universities also closed, 
while elementary and secondary 
schools in both the Muslim and 
Christian sectors of the capital 
responded to a strike call by fac- 
tional leaders lo protest. 

The shooting was the latest in a 
sudden upsurge of attacks on ind- 
ividual foreigners. Dr. Ken was 
the fifth civilian to be shot at or 
kidnapped this year — mosi other 
targets were French. 

The French consul* s driver, who 
has been in a coma since he was 
shot by a gunman more than two 
weeks ago. died in hospital Thu- 
rsday. 

Raymond Henri Vauthier. 42. 
was admitted to hospital in critical 
condition after a lone gunman on a 
motorcycle shot him in the head 
with a silenced pistol on Jan. 3. 

But Dr. Kerr, who was bom in 
Beirut and had spent many years 


U.N. chief doubtful about Mideast conference Salem meets British leaders to discuss MNF 


NIAMEY ( R i - U.N. 
Secretary-General Jav ier Perez de 
Cuellar said Thursday an initiative 
to organise a Middle East peace 
conference “has no great chance 
of succeeding." 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar made the 
statement to reporters before arr- 
iving In Niamey, the capital of 
Niger, from Mali where he began 
an eight-nation West African 
tour. 

On Tuesday the Secretary- 
General was quoted by the Mor- 


occan News Agency MAP as say- 
ing in Casablanca that he had wri- 
tten the chairman of the U.N. Sec- 
urity Council suggesting a Middle 
East peace conference. 

Such a conference would group 
all 15 council members and all 
concerned countries and parties in 
the region, he said. 

On Thursday he said that in 
Casablanca, where he attended 
the summit of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference tOJO. there 


had been a “misunderstanding" 
and that he had not himself floated 
the idea of a peace meeting. 

Instead he was merely res- 
ponding to a mandate voted by the 
U.N. General Assembly. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar made his 
remarks at Bamako in Mali. 

He said that when he returned 
to New York from his 18-nation 
tour he would convene a meeting 
of developed nations to try to acc- 
elerate aid efforts for West Africa. 


Vetoed bill passed in Evren’s absence 


ANKARA ( Rj — A contatversral 
bill on local elections, vetoed last 
week by Turkey's President and 
former military ruler Kenan 
Evren. has been unexpectedly rat- 
ified in amended form during Mr. 
Evren's absence abroad. 

Parliamentary Chairman (spe- 
aker) Necmettin Karaduman exe- 
rcised his right as acting president 
to pass the bill late Wednesday 
night. Mr. Karaduman is a non- 
active member of the majority 
conservative Motherland Party of 
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal. 

Mr. Evren. at present in Cas- 
ablanca for the Islamic summit 
sent the bill back unsigned to par- 


liament last week objecting to it 
on technical grounds/ 

His action, the first time he had 
used His constitutional right to 
veto legislation since the military 
regime left office last month, was 
expected to cause a delay in the 
local elections, set for March 25. 

But Mr. Ozal used his majority 
in the 3yu-seai assembly to rush 
the bill through the house for a 
second time including most, but 
not all. of the amendments sug- 
gested by the president. 

He ensured that the date of the 
polls would not be changed, a 
move which political observers 
said would help his party capitalise 


on its general election win last 
November. 

Most political observers tho- 
ught the amended bill would then 
be presented to Mr. Evren on his 
return Thursday from Casablanca 
for ratification. 

But Mr. Karaduman chose to 
ratify it before the president came 
home and told reporters he had 
acted with the full knowledge of 
Mr. Evren. 

“The fact that Acting President 
Karaduman has ratified the bill is 
likely to cause some unpleasant 
disputes." columnist Ugur 
Mumcu wrote in the left-of-centre 
daily Cumhuriyet Thursday. 


LONDON (R- — Lebanese For- 
eign Minister Elie Salem visited 
London Friday to press for ret- 
ention of British troops in the 
Multi-National Force (MNFi in 
Beirut, diplomatic sources said. 

He lunched with Richard Luce, 
the Foreign Office minister res- 
ponsible for Middle East affairs, 
and was seeing Foreign Secretary. 
Sir Geoffey Howe later on his ret- 
urn from the European dis- 
armament conference in Sto- 
ckholm. ■ 

Also in London Friday was U.S. 
Middle East envoy Donald Rum- 
sfeld. who was calling on Sir Geo- 
ffrey and Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher for an exchange of views 


on his way to Washington. 

The Thatcher government has 
been resisting domestic pressure 
for the withdrawal of its II U-man 
contingeni from Beirut, and Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayel 
was in London last month to ask 
for the force to stay. 

There was no official word on 
Mr. Salem's talks with Mr. Luce, 
but a Foreign Office spokesman 
said: "All recent government sta- 
tements have made clear that the 
Multi-National Force cannoi 
remain in Beirut indefinitely, but 
at the present time there is a role 
for it to play." 

Mr. Salem, who conferred with 
French External Relations Min- 


ister Claude Cheysson Thursday, 
is also scheduled to meet Mr. 
Rumsfeld in London. 

Meanwhile in Stockholm, Ita- 
lian Foreign Minister GiuJio And- 
reotti said after talks with his Sov- 
iet counterpart Andrei Gromyko 
Thursday that he thought the 
Kremlin’might agree to widen the 
mandate of the U.N. peace- 
keeping force in Lebanon. 

The U.N. Interim Force in Leb- 
anon lUNIFFL) is stationed in 
southern Lebanon, but should its 
mandate be widened to cover Bei- 
rut. this would allow Italy. France. 
Britain and the United States to 
scale down their contingents in the 
Lebanese capital. 


Craxi, Rumsfeld discuss Middle East 


ROME ( R l — Italian Prime Min- 
ister Bettino Craxi Thursday night 
discussed the deteriorating sit- 
. nation in Lebanon during a one- 
hour meeting with President Rea- 
gan’s special Middle East envoy. 
Donald Rumsfeld. 

Mr. Rumsfeld made no com- 
ment after the meeting but Mr. 
Craxi' s office said in a statement, 
“there is need for a new political 
and diplomatic offensive to ensure 
that a spirit of genuine col- 
laboration prevails among all 


Lebanese elements." 

Mr. Craxi believed the pos- 
sibility of greater involvement by 
the United Nations in concert with 
the Multinational Force should be 
pursued, the statement said. . 

Mr. Craxi and Mr. Rumsfeld 
noted a disturbing aggravation of 
tension in Lebanon and said the 
whole situation had deteriorated, 
with the added problem of ren- 
ewed bombing in Beirut. 

The envoy briefed Mr. Craxi on 
his meetings in Damascus. Beirut 


and Tel Aviv, in particular on his 
talks with Syrian President Hafez 
AJ Assad and Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Mr. Craxi in turn disclosed the 
contents of a letter he recently 
sent to Mr. Assad, the com- 
munique said. 

The meeting formed part of a 
round of consultations between 
the U.S.. France. Britain and Italy 
which make up the four-nation 
peacekeeping force in Lebanon. 


Denktash rejects 
Kyprianou ? s proposals 


in Lebanon, was the first victim of 
the recent ami- U.S. and anti- 
French campaign with no official 
diplomatic or military links to his 
co unuy. 

"Islamic Jihad", which has cla- 
imed responsibility for all major 
attacks against the French and 
U.S. contingents of the Beirut 
Multi-national Force, said Wed- 
nesday it w as also holding Saudi 
Arabian Consul Hussein Farrash. 

An anonymous caller told a for- 
eign news agency that Mr. Far- 
rash. w ho was abducted three days 
ago by six gunmen, had been tried 
in accordance with Islamic Law 
and his body would soon be dis- 
posed of. 

Although Lebanese authorities 
ordered a massive man-hunt to 
trace the kidnappers, the whe- 
reabouts of the Saudi diplomat 
have remained a mystery. 


LONDON (R) —Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash has rej- 
ected secret proposals by Cyprus 
President Spyros Kyprianou for a 
settlement in the divided Med- 
iterranean island, an aide said" 
here Friday. 

Mr. Denktash has not formally 
rejected the proposals but h*as inf- 
ormed U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar that they 
are unacceptable. Mustafa Adi- 
logiu. spokesman of the Turkish 
Cypriot mission in London, said. 

Mr. Denktash is due here Fri- 
day night for a stopover on his way 
from Casablanca to Cyprus, where 
he has declared an independent 
Turkish Cypriot state in the 
Turkish-occupied north. 

■ Informed sources say President 
■ Kyprianou has offered key con- 
cessions to the Turkish Cypriots, 
who hold one-third of the island, 
in confidential plans submitted to 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. 

He told Reuters Thursday that 
his proposals went as far as pos- 
sible to meet Turkish Cypriot asp- 
irations and added: “I cannot 
think of anything else we can do." 

Mr. Adilogiu said the proposals 
were merely a rehash of ideas that 
had already been rejected. “There 
is no question of our reversing our 
declaration of independence," he 
said. 

“These proposals cannot pos- 
sibly form the basis for agreement 


in any way." Mr. Adilogiu said.. 
They had not yet been formaflv 
submitted to Mr. Denktash. 

The Turkish Cypriot leader has 
proposed talks with Mr. 
rianou to settle the future of C^p. 
rus but with the two meeting as 
heads of state and without pre- 
conditions. . . 

Mr. Kyprianou’ has ruled" out 
direct talks unless tie Turiotii ’ 
Cypriots abandon their dec- 
laration of statehood, regarded bv 
the United Nations as invalid. 

Informed sources say the key 
concessions he is offering include 
a federal system that would leave 
one quarter of the island in the - 
hands of the IS per cent Turkish 
minority. . . 

He was also said to have pro- 
■posed demilitarisation of Cyprus, 
where Turkish troops landed m 
1 V 74, and the introduction of a 
U.N. force Cor defence send int- 
ernal security’. Informed sources 
said he wants the- towns ef Fam- 
agusta and Morphou to revert to 
Greek-Cypriot administration. 

Mr. Kyprianou pm his pro-; 
posals to Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher in London on Wed- 
nesday and was assured that Bri- 
tain would support Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar's settlement efforts. 

Britain is a party with Greece 
and Turkey to the treaty that est- 
ablished the former British col- - 
ony's independence hi I960. 


Kohl to play down arms 
issue during visit to Israel 


BONN(R) — West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl wants to play 
down the thorny issue of Bonn's 
possible arms sales to Saudi Ara- 
bia during his visit to Israel next 
week, government sources said 
Thursday. 

Last year Mr. Kohi told Saudi 
Arabia he would not allow it to 
buy West Germany’s advanced 
Leopard- 2 battle Tank but that he 
was prepared to consider selling 
more defensive weapons such as 
the Gepard anti-aircraft tank. 

Israel feels such sales would 
sour its relations with Bonn. 

“The real issue is that West 
Germany has a special res- 
ponsibility to Israel because of the 
(Nazi) holocaust in which six mil- 
lion Jews were killed. Remember 


that Saudi Arabia is a country that 
considers itself is a state of war 
with IsraeL" a senior laaeli off- 
icial said Thursday! 

The Israeli ambassador to West 
Germany. Yitzhak Ben An. war- 
ned Wednesday against weapons 
deals with the Saudis and said his 
country would not be boughcloff 
,bv economic compensation. 

Israel has large debts to West 
Germany and a trade defickwith 
the Federal Republic uf more 
than ^640 million. 

The sources said Mr. Kohl wan- 
ted to improve Bonn’s good rel- 
ations with Israel, The chancellor 
was going to Israel as a friend aqd 
expected to be treated as afrierict, 
they said. 


Zaire urges Israel to 
recognise Palestinian rights 


KINSHASA (R) — Zairean Pre- 
sident Mobutu Sese Seko left on a 
provincial tour with Israel's pre- 
sident Thursday after telling him 
Israel should recognise the Pal- 
estinians' right to-their own state. 

At a banquet Wednesday night 
for Mr. Chaim Herzog preceding 
their departure for mineral-rich 
Shaba province Mr. Mobutu said 
that what he called the long- 
suffering Jews were well-placed to 
understand the “despair and fru- 
stration of the Palestinians”. 

Mr. Mobutu said that not to 
recognise the Palestinians was just 
as unrealistic as thinking of des- 
troying Israel. 

He said Zaire's renewal of dip- 


lomatic links with Israel ni iy&l ;' 
after a oine-year break had. been . 
costly. Credits, presumably tafe-/ 
Arab states, were suddenly.- cai^_ 
celled he added. .Vy.- V 

Zaire, along with many,ottoP 
black African countries, bro9rc^ 
relations with Israel after jhe J9& 
Middle East war. 

The Israeli head of state ob 
F irst African tour, 
cribing Mr. Mobntu_as £ 
courage and said Zaire; a 
ica asawholehadaroletb 
seeking absolution to 
East crisis. 

Africa could help Israel! 

Arab neighbours start a 
he said. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 
EXHIBITION 

* “ Orientalists” original paintings, at 
the Alia Art Gallery. 

FILM 


■ “Les Enfant* Gates” at (be French 
Cultural Centre at 7 JO p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library .... 

British Courted 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

y.w.ca 

Y.W.M.A. ” 

Amman Municipal Library 
University of Jordan Library 


MUSEUMS 


661025/7 
44371 
..... 41520 
36147-fl 
... 3700V 
-. 41393 
... 44203 

.... 24049 • 
... 39777 
. 665195 
. 6671 f?l 
-. 41793 
. 664251 
... 36111 
843555 


fWkJort M n a wwn: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
hum Madaba and Jerasfa (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 OaTa (Citadel Hill}. 
Opening hours: 9.00 *.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays I U.0U a,m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

J«d« NatkmaJ Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Murnazah. Jabal 
Luwefbdeh, Opening hours; 10. a.m, 
130 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Cl osed T uesdays. TeL 30126. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military Mnacnm;: 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 


ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
■.Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
Vra.4 p. m . Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordon Murom; IGu to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, ere. 
Opening hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tyehe 
HoteL 1 30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott HoteL 1 JO p.m. 
FbBxleipbb Botany Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

Ratmy Club, Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.<HJ p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle- Tel. FI 5261. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, id. 24590. 

Church of the Ananndatiw {Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annuncisttaa (Greek 
Orthodox i Abdali. 23541. 

Aagfcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 
Anneatan Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 

71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Am man inrw^ hw) Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeiseni. 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 

«*14 .. Fajr 

06:36 i Sunrise I Shurvq 

U:47 Dhuhr 

*«* — ’ Asr 

Maghreb 

18e2l 'Isha 


amman Airport 

This information is supplied by AUa inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Aha 
International Airpon. tel (03) 33250. 
53070. 530S2, 53171. where h should 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

«7rt0 - — Cairo tEAj 

09MS — . Aqaba ( RJ f 

09J0 Jeddah tRJi 

09J5 Karachi Dubai I RJ.i 

09^5 — Abu Dhabi. Kuwait { RJ t 

09M5 Cairo (RJ) 

10m0 Doha. Bahrain ( RJ j 

I0!« Beirut i RJ ) 

13*0 New York [RJi 

14:40 Kuwait (KAC) 

1*30 Baghdad l IA i 

10*0 Belgrade. Istanbul (RJl 

16:45 Lamaea (RJ) 

17:15 Frankfurt. Geneva I RJ ] 

17:50 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

18:10 Paris i AF i 

I8J0 Cairo (EAi 

18J0 Beirut (MEA) 

19*0 Tripoli (RJ) 

23riJ5 Cairo (EA) 

00J9 Cairo (RJ) 

00:45 Baghdad ( RJ ) 


DEPARTURES 

05:45 Cairo i EA) 

06 JO Beirut ( RJ j 

07.-00 Aqaba ( RJ > 

•8HW Cairo (EAj 

08 JO Athens (Olympic) 

•W5 Beirut (MBA) 

10J0 - Tripoli (RJi 

11:15 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ» 

11:45 Frankfort. Brussels (RJ) 

U*0 Paris. London iRJ) 

12J0 .. — Rome. Madrid i RJ) 

- LarnacarRJji 

- Cairo (RJ) 

*5J0 Vienna. New York (RJ; 

15:40 Kuwait tJCACl 

**2 - Baghdad i IA) 

j^-30 - K uwait, Dhahran (RJ j 

aS .7 .“" a| t A] * 

Wfcfi 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seU'buy rates in fib 

Belgian franc ... 65.3' 65.7 

Dutch guilder 1 1 R.5' / 1 9.2 

Egyptian guinea 329 3! 333 J 

French franc 43.6' 43.y 

Iraqi dinar 375-' 3R3.3 

Italian lire (for 1001 22' 22.2 

Japanese yen I for 10l>j 160.1' 161. 1 

Kuwaiti dinar I273J 1 1260 

Lebanese lira 64.9' _ 66.2 

Oman? rival 107K.3' ‘ 1085 

Oauri rival - 102,6' 103.1 

Saudi rival 107' IU7.6 

Swedish crown _45.R' 46.] 

Swia franc ....... 167,4' 168.4 

Syrian lira 55.5' 56. R 

UAE dirham [02.1' 102,6 

U.K. sterBag pound SiT.R' 531 

U.S. dollar 375' 377 

tv. German mark J33.3 - 134.1 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department af 
Meteorology. 

h wiD be partly cloudy, with scattered 
showers and light and variable winds. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy, with nor- 
therly moderate winds and seas calm. 


Low 'high ' temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 4/ 13 

Aqaba — 9/2 1 

Deserts 2'15 

Jordan Valley ...... IU'20 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193. 751 1 1 

Firauid, fire, police 199 

Bkxtd bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777- 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 363RI-2 

Municipal water service 71I25-R 

Queen Alia Iel Airport ..|0R) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. S13R13-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J, Amman 44281-4 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 3614U 

Palestine. Stancisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Llnivershy Hospital R45R45 

Dar Al-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajiten 77101-3 

AJ- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Marfca 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. M under AI Qairini 76258 


Dr. Suleiman Anari L-' 74203? 

Grand Arabian pharmacy -2 405 i' 

Salameh pharmacy 94779- 

Dawwani pharmacy — 21381 

AJ Safas' pharmacy 74054' 

Na'im pharmacy 72310 

Rainbow taxi 37249. 

Kbasem taxi ........ 43620 

Ambassador uuri 664660 

Karnak taxi ......... 668761 

Nahda taxi 663003 

Jihad taxi 842664 


QUUD 

Dr. Hani Gharaybeh .... 
AJ Awwadin pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghazzj AJ Rousen.. 
Al Redha pharmacy — 


general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourists .......... 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle East eaifr 
Overseas calls _____ 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service "J . 


.- 12 

to 

17 

18 

II 


MARKET PRICES 




[temperatures: 
P. Humidity rea- 
| cent. Aqaba 37 


Upper tower price 
Apple (Double Red) ..._, 
Apple (Goldeni 

Apple (Surken) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (load) 

Banana 

Banana t Mukammor) .... 

Beans 

Cabbage ~ 

Carrot J] 

Cauliflower iwbite) 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Dates 

Eggplant (large) 

. Eggplant (small) 


in fib per kg. 

370 ’ 350 

- 370 1 350 

370 1 350 

. — 450 / 400 

220 1 1 go 

270 / 22o 

230' 200 

- — 370 1 330 

60/ 40 

150/120 

60/ SO 

— . 250 ' 200 
...... 370 1 3uo 

180 f 150 
. — 90/ 60 

160/120 

400/300 


Gartie ^ 

Grapes (white) 

Grapes (black) ... 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon , 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

MaOow 

Olives 

Onion (dry) 

Okra 

Oranges i Abu Surra) .. 
Oranges (Shammoad) . 

Pears 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes 


360/300 

700 / 600 

700 '600 

.1UH 80 

400/300 

130/100 

90' 7u 

140 '100 

160 / 140 

350/200 

150 < 120 

..... 150/100 

250 'ISO 

180 / 120 

-• — 650 ' 55V 
_...m 2S0/250 

350/300 

« W .17Q-'I4Q 
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Home news 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY JANUARY 21, 1984 


Freij : Assembly s return is wise move 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK (J.T.) 

— Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij 
has described the resumption of 
partSamentaiy life in Jordan as “a 
necessary and wise step which is to 
be welcomed by all. 17 

A report in Thursday's edition 
ofSawt AJ Shaab quoted Mr. Freij 
as expressing delight at the fining 
of partiameot’s vacant ywt n? of the 
West Bank with personalities that 
represent that territory. - 

The elected deputies are fully 
aware of the conditions exlstant 
under Israeli role and the dangers 
that threaten the Arab territories, 
Mr. FreQ said. 

He said the seven newly elected 
members of the Lower House of 
Parliament should speak out fra- 



Elias Freij 

nkty and should describe in detail 
the deteriorating conditions In the 
occupied Arab land. 


“1 hope that parliament win 
embark on a new, brave initiative 
to break the current political dea- 
dlock in the Middle East iame, oth- 
erwise, we will find ourselves wit- 
hout both land and a country. 

“Once the land is lost there will 
be ho Palestinian cause,” he said. 

Mr. Freij said that the West 
Bankers will cooperate with then- 
representatives in the Jord ani a n 
parliament to achieve what is best 
for the nation. 

The mayor appealed to West 
Bank deputies to “ask the PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat to adopt a 
frank and dear policy 

The paper quoted Mr. Frejj as 
saying that he w31 visit Amman in 

the near future. 


Cabinet exempts firms from tax, duty 


AMMAN (Petraj — The Cabinet 
Wednesday derided to exempt 
three Jordanian enterprises from 
customs and tax duty and to est- 
ablish an energy unit at the Nat- 
ional Planning Council. 

Under the new' decision, three 
projects, which have an overall 
capital of JD 6 million, will enjoy 
freedom from tax. customs duty- 
on its products, raw materials and 
machinery, for six years. 

These are: A factory in Salt to 
produce plastic cases for veg- 
etables and fruit: a television and 
radio production centre to pro- 
duce programmes and, a factory to 
manufacture cement products and 
floor tiles in Dab' a, east of 
Amman. 

The other five industries will 


not pay customs fees on imported 
machinery needed for production 
work alone. 

These firms, which will have a 
total capital of JD 850.00U, will 
produce food-stuffs, kitchen ute- 
nsils, children’s toys, and chi- 
ldren’s soap among other things. 

The Cabinet, in its Wednesday’s 
session presided over by Prime 
Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat, also 
approved an energy programme 
drawn up by the National Pla- 
nning Council ( NPC] which is des- 
igned to expand projects for the 
electrification of rural regions in 
Jordan, boost the Natural Res- 
ources Authority (NRA)'s power 
to conduct surveys to find alt- 
ernative sources of energy and for 


ALO technical accord 
to boost labour projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Labour has requested bodies con- 
cerned with labour, labourers and vocational training in the country 
to provide it with their requests for equipment tools, training cou- 
rses, scholarships and expertise as part of the preparation for an 
agreement on technical co-operation with the Arab Labour Org- 
anisation (ALO). 

Minister of Labour Tayseer Abdul Jaber said that the ministry is 
preparing a new two-year technical co-operation agreement with the 
ALO to replace the current agreement under which the ALO pro- 
vides tools, equipment, expertise and training scholarships to labour 
bodies, social security and vocational training institutions. 

The agreement is aimed at supporting and developing related 
labour programmes as well as serving the three parties in the pro- 
duction process, namely government, employers and labourers. Dr. 
Abdul Jaber added. 

The current 5527.000 agreement with- the ALO covers part of the 
needs of the ministry. Vocational Training Corporation, Social Sec- 
urity Corporation, the AmroarrChamberof Industry and the General 
Federation of Jordanian TxjS$4 UfcronS.' - ' ' * : " ’ T ' . 1 ' ' ‘ " 

Meanwhile, the ministry has received an Invitation from the ALO 
to take part in the five-day third Arab occupational health and safety 
seminar scheduled to be held in Algeria on February 15. 



PICASSO PAINTINGS: n* 

Spanish cuttural attache Thursday bolds a press 
conference at which be announced that an exhibition 


of pai ntings by the Spanish artist Picasso wM open at 
the Royal Cultural Centre Monday (Petra photo) 


Visiting U.S. judge: Jordan’s strong 
family ties help keep crime rate low 


By Anne Connsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The strong family 
orientation that exists in Jordan is 
the main reason for the low crime 
rate and the absence of many 
types of anti social behavioui*'. 
This was one of the several imp- 
ressions of Judge Matthew Fit- 
zgerald, a Town Justice from New 
York, on' his first visit to Jordan 
where he has been lecturing to tra- 
inee police officers at the Mut'ah 
.University in addition to meeting 
Jordanian judges and lawyers. 

Judge Fitzgerald explained that 
the purpose of the visit was to exc- 
hange views on the American and 
Jord anian systems of justice and 
to learn more about the separate 
■ systems. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Judge Fitzgerald said that, 
although the legal system in Jor- 
dan is based on Islamic Law, the 
structure of the lower was similar 
to those in the United States. 

Judge Fitzgerald said that he 
had noticed and was impressed by, 
the courts recognition at all levels 
of the need for two aggrieved par- 
ties to work . o at the issue and 


make peace between them. 

Peace-making 

He said that it is a requirement 
that peace is made between the 
parties before the case can be dis- 
posed of and this contrasts with 
the American system where h 
does not matter if the parties leave 
shaking hands' 1 as long as the doc- 
tor's bills are paid.” 

The personal contact between 
the parties, and the need for att- 
onement as well as compensation 
was another feature of the courts 
here that impressed Judge Fit- 
zgerald. 

During his two week stay in 
Jordan. Judge Fitzgerald del- 
ivered lectures to officers at the 
police academy of Mut'ah Uni- 
versity, lawyers, the Rotary Club 
and al*o Visited the central prison, 
in addition to Irbid and Petra. 

He said that the standard of the 
judges in Jordan was very good 
and that people here had a clear 
picture of the American situation 
regarding law and were kno- 
wledgeable on the subject. 

Exchanges, cooperation 

judge Fitzgerald said that there 


is a strong basis for further pro- 
grammes and exchanges on a stu- 
dent or official level in order to 
share more information. He also 
said that the possibility of pre- 
senting lectures for one semester 
at the University of Jordan is 
under discussion. 

Judge Fitzgerald .» a professor 
of criminal justice and lectures at 
the Duchess Community College 
and Marist College m New York. 

Although Islamic Law is not 
taught ai either of these colleges. 
Judge Fitzgerald said that there, 
are some institutions in the United 
States that offer courses on the 
subject. However, exposure is 
given to Islam through courses m 
religious studies, he added. 

Judge Fitzgerald” s visit to Jor- 
dan was initiated through a stu- 
dent of his, Salem Abbassi. who 
contacted his uncle, Jalal Abbassi,' 
the secretary of the Jordanian 
Association of Jurists. 

The visit was sponsored by 
Mu rah University, the Jordanian 
Association of Jurists and the Jor- 
danian Bar Association in order to 
leant more about the different 
legal systems of the two countries. 


Dome of the Rock 


oil prospecting. 

The NPC is also to establish a 
special unit for energy to function 
under the supervision of a com- 
mittee that will gather information 
and draw up required studies 
which, it is hoped, will lead to a 
national energy policy aimed at 
rationalising energy consumption. 

Also approved by the cabinet 
was the Jordan Electricity Aut- 
hority’s general budget for 1984, 
which amounts to JD 88.181 mil- 
lion. 

British military 
team departs 

AMMAN (Petraj — Field Mar- 
sha] Sir Edwin Bramall,' chief of 
staff of the British Armed Forces 
and the military delegation acc- 
ompanying him left Aqaba Wed- 
nesday after an official visit to 
Jordan. 

During the visit. Sir Edwin met 
His Majesty King Hussein, the 
supreme commander of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
commander-in-chief of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces 
Lieutenant-General Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker and senior officials. 

Sir Edwin also visited a number 
of military sites and institutes as 
well as some historical and arc- 
haeological places in Jordan. 

He was seen off at Aqaba Air- 
port by the inspector general of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, the 
commander of the southern reg- 
ion of the military and high ran- 
king officials. 

Sir Edwin arrived here last Sat- 
urday at the bead of the delegation 
on an official visit to Jordan at the 
invitation of Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid. 


Exhibition, conference 
to promote trade links 

LQNDON (LPSl — A model of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem 
was unveiled on Jan. 17 to prepare for the Arab Architectural 
Exhibition opening at the Royal Institute of British Architects in 
London on Jan. 24 and lasting until Feb. 17. 

The model of the rock, will form the centrepiece of the exhibition. 

The unveiling also marked the opening of a conference, called by 
the Arab-British Chamber of Commerce, “Arab Architecture: Past 
and Present.” 

Sir Richard Beaumont, chairman of the chamber, who presided, 
said he hoped this exhibition would be the forerunner of many 
others. 

“This occasion will exemplify what the chamber is all about — an 
Anglo-Arab joint venture which aims at enhancing mutual und- 
erstanding and goodwill,” he said. 

Abdul Karim Al Mudaris, secretary-general and chief executive of 
.the chamber, explained that the: “Exhibition not only aimed to 
increase awareness in Britain of the splendour of traditional and 
modern architecture in Arab countries, but also to promote Arab- 
British commercial links by displaying recent and current works by 
Arab and British architects.” 


Anani opens exhibition 
of Jordanian industries 


-ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Jawad Al 
Anani opened at the Zarqa Pro- 
fessional Association Complex 
Wednesday an exhibition of Jor- 
danian national industries. 

In a speech at the ceremony. Dr. 
Anani said that his ministry will 
offer every possible assistance to 
Jordanian industries which should 
exercise a leading role in pro- 
moting the country’s economic 
growth. 

“The exhibition illustrates cle- 
arly the great achievements of 
Jordan's industry and represents 
the activities and efforts of Jor- 
danian engineers and specialists,” 
the minister said. 


Other speakers at the ceremony 
included the head of the Zarqa 
Engineers Society, rep- 
resentatives of the owners of ind- 
ustrial factories in Zarqa and Dr. 
Rawhi AI Sharif, president of the 
Jordanian Engineers Association. 

Dr. Sharif said in his speech that, 
local industries contribute very 
effectively to increasing national 
income and developing the cou- 
ntry’s social and economic pro- 
gress. 

After the opening ceremony. 
Dr. Anani toured the exhibition 
which will remain open for three 
days. 

A total of 18 local companies 
are participating in the exhibition: 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Residents resist Zionist plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Zionist occupation authorities have 
'started implementing a plan to remove the Palestinian camps in 
the Occupied Arab Territories and sending their residents to 
various areas. The occupation authorities have taken some of 
Jabalia camp residents to the military court for rejecting the 
decision to evacuate their houses after having delivered them a 
demolition order. Arab citizens in Jabalia camp says this is the 
first time a military court has considered a case pertaining to 
demolishing houses on the pretext that they are constructed on 
state-owned land. 

Hourani meets Canadian officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry of Industry and Trade and Tourism 
Under-Secretary Mohammad Saleh Al Hourani received at his 
office Thursday Director of Middle East Relations Division of the 
Canadian Department of External Affairs, MichaekBell and the 
commercial attache at the Canadian embassy in Amm an, Gren 
Wood. During the meeting, the two sides discussed commercial 
and economic issues of interest to the two countries and the 
possibility of signing a commercial and economic agreement as 
well as technical co-operation between Jordan and Canada. Mr. 
Bell who arrived here last Monday, left Amman Friday morning 
after he met other Jordanian officials and visited the Jordan valley 
Authority. 

Vegetable consignment sent to Europe 

AMMAN (Petraj — Director of the Jordanian Corporation lor 
marketing agricultural products Mazen Abdul Qader said the 
corporation Thursday despatched the first trial consignment of. 
agricultural products to the United Kingdom. The consignment 
includes parrika, egg plant, cucumber, marrow, lettuce and tom- 
atoes. Another batch will be sent Sunday to the Netherlands, Mr. 
Abdul Qader added. Jordan stopped sending vegetables to Eur- 
ope in 1978. 


Senate to meet Sunday, 
Lower House on Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) Ahmad Al Lawzi will Sunday 
chair a session of the senate. During the session, the 
house will discuss the reply to the speech delivered 
from the throne by His Majesty King Hussein Mon- 
day. 


A delegation to accompany the 
speaker, who will submit the reply 
to His Majesty King Hussein, will 
also be elected during the session, 
according to Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
newspaper. 

Meanwhile. Lower House of 
Parliament will hold a meeting 
Saturday under the chairmanship 
of its Speaker Akef Al Fayez. 

Its agenda will include a dis- 
cussion of and approval of its reply 
to the speech from the throne, the 
forming of a delegation to acc- 
ompany the house speaker, who 
will submit the reply to King Hus- 
sein. 

Id addition, the newly elected 
deputies, who represent the con- 


stituencies of Jerusalem. Bet- 
hlehem, Jenin, Tulkarem, and 
RamaUah. will be sworn in as full 
members after their election 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Lawzi received 
a congratulatory cable from the 
Iraqi National Council President 
Na’im Haddad on his royal app- 
ointment. 

Mr. Lawzi received at his office 
at the parliament Thursday cha- 
irman of Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline. Ali Ghandour 
who extended his congratulations 
to Mr. Lawzi. 

Also Mr. Fayez received at his 
office at the parliament Thursday 
the Iraqi ambassador in Amman 



Ahmad AJ Lawzi 

Ibrahim Shuja' Sultan, a del- 
egation from the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce as well as Mr. Ghandour 
who extended their con- 
gratulations to him on his royal 
appointment. 


King 
condoles 
Al Bakhit 
family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein deputised the dep- 
uty chief of Royal Protocol Faw- 
waz Abu Tayeh to attend the 
Amoral of Bassara Al Bakhit and 
to convey His Majesty’s con- 
dolences to Al Bakhit family. 


Ajlouni views 
Zarqa area 
health 
provisions 

ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Kamel Al Ajlouni dis- 
cussed with Zarqa District Gov- 
ernor and Chairman of the Zarqa 
Municipal Committee Salem Al 
Quda a number of ideas that are 
aimed at improving public services 
provided to the people of the 
Zarqa district govemorate, as well 
as the possibility of opening new 
medical and health centres and 
developing the existing ones. 

During his visit to Zarqa Thu- 
rsday, Dr. Ajlouni also suggested 
appointing a physician to each of 
the eight areas scheduled to be set 
up in Zarqa with the purpose of 
expanding the health services pro- 
vided. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Ajlouni visited 
the Zarqa governmental hospital, 
toured its various sections and 
inspected the progress of work 
there. 

Dr. Ajlouni later held a meeting 
with the hospital's director which 
was attended by sections heads 
and physicians in the hospital dur- 
ing which they discussed a number 
of problems and obstacles imp- 
eding work and ways of -solving 
them. 

They also talked about ways of 
improving conditions and medical 
services at the hospital. 

The min ister promised to exe- 
cute the requirements needed to 
support this health utility. 


Dutch deputies arrive 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A six-member 
Dutch parliamentary delegation 
arrived here Friday on a three-day 
visit to Jordan during which they 
will meet Prime Minister Ahmad 
‘Obeidat. Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad Al 
Lawzi. Lower House of Par- 
liament Speaker Akef Al Fayez 
and Minister of Information Layla 
Sharaf. 

The delegation will hold talks 
with senior Jordanian officials on 


the Middle East situation and the 
Palestine issue and they will also 
visit some Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan. 

The delegation arrived here 
from Kuwait as part of a regional 
tour. 

They were received by Upper 
House of Parliament Member Dr. 
Hazem Nusaiba and Lower House 
of Parliament Member Farah Abu 
Jaber. 


Farmers urged to plant 
trees, cereals after rain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The rain which 
fell in Jordan Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday has prompted agricultural 
specialists to urge farmers urg- 
ently to sow seeds and plant fruit 
trees. 

Also the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture has made available firuit 
saplings for distribution to farmers 
after the rain fall which has rev- 
ived hopes that, in the wake of the- 
drought, “everything is not lost 
after all.” 

According to Lutfi Huwidi, dir-, 
ector of the ministry's agricultural; 
production at the ministry, the dis- 
tribution of saplings was limited to. 
areas irrigated by underground 
water and springs like Azraq and‘ 
the Jordan Valley before the rec-' 
ent rains. 

But he said, the saplings will 
now be distributed to many more 
parts of the country as many pla- 
ces received 100 millimetres of 
rain which is sufficient to warrant 
the distribution and planting of 
such trees, if more rain falls in 
other regions they too will be pro- 
vided with fruit saplings for pla-. 
nting. he said. 

Mr. Huwidi advised farmers 
whose land has not yet received at 
least 1 U0 millimetres of rain to ref- 
rain from planting fruit trees at 
present, as this can be done bet- 
ween now and the end of March, 
provided sufficient rain falls. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
prepared 85U,000 fruit saplings 
for distribution and this is suf- 
ficient for the whole country. Mr. 
.Huwidi said.. 

Commenting on the situation. 
Dr. Abdul Majid Al Tal. from the 
University of Jordan’s faculty of 
agriculture, said that it is not yet 


too late to sow cereals like wheat 
and barley, and farmers can do 
that up until early February. 

Dr. Tal said that it is too early to 
sow pulses like lentils which sho- 
uld be done in February itself. 

• As to the northern regions of 
the country, especially where land 
was ploughed by tractors at least 
eight centimetres deep, farmers 
can still safely sow their cereals in 
view of the rain which fell rec- 
ently. Dr. Tal said. 

The cereals sown before the 
rain came will now grow well, he 
said, and he expressed the hope 
that more rain will fall in the com- 
ing week to ensure a good cereal 
crop this year. 

• The ministry's range and aff- 
orestation department is also opt- 
imistic, and announced that it has 
lifted a ban on the distribution of 
3.5 million a forest saplings in 
view of the recent rains. 

The fall of 40 millimetres of rain 
■in high regions and 5U millimetres 
in pasture lands is enough to plant 
forest saplings, according to the 
department’s Director ~GhaJeb 
Abu Arrabi. 

He said that the department has 
laid plans to plant forest saplings 
on an area of over40.00U dunums 
of land in various regions of which 
8.0U0 dunums of pasture land will 
be planted with shrubs for animals 
to graze on. 

It is really impossible to con- 
template planting these saplings 
before the rain came. Mr. Arrabi 
said. 

The recent rain is also sufficient 
for the growing grass in the raoTe 
traditional pasture lands. Mr. 
Arrabi said. 


Nijm calls for intensive 
efforts in public works 



AMMAN (Petraj — Minister of 
Public Works Rayef Nijm has str- 
essed the need- - to follow a sci- 
entific course in treating problems 
toeing his ministry. Since the Min- 
istry of Public Works is a technical 
ministry, planning and scientific 
method must be the means thr- 
ough which to tackle the mmistxy’s 
programmes in the future, Mr. 
Nijm said during a meeting he cha- ■ 
ired Thursday at the ministry. 

The minister reviewed existing 
work methods especially in the fie- 
lds of organisation, development 
and technical training to ensure - 
that the back up exists from which 
-to attain the ministry’s goals and 
objectives. 


At the end of the meeting, Mr. 
Nijm called for the intensification 
of efforts concentrating on the 
quality of work, especially in rel- 
ation to the efficiency of the emp- 
loyee and ways of motivating him. 

The minister also stressed the 
importance of personal follow-up 
in attaining these achievements. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Nijm will hold 
a press conference Saturday at the 
ministry. 

He is expected to outline to 
newsmen his ministry’s pro- 
grammes and plans for the current 
year and will review the ach- 
ievements of the past year, acc- 
ording to Al Dustour daily Arabic 
newspaper.. 


Former Minister of Social Development In’am Al 
Mufti is Thursday welcomed by members -of the 


ministry’s staff at a party given in her honour (Petra 
photo) 


Kan’ an chairs social development talks, 
Amra party says farewell to Mrs. Mufti 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development Abdul Sal am 
Kan’ an Thursday morning pre- 
sided over a meeting of Social 
Development Department dir- 
ectors in Jordan. 

During the meeting, dep- 
artment directors briefed the min- 
ister on their duties, activities and 
the accomplishments of their dep- 
artments, and reviewed the obs- 


tacles and difficulties facing them. 

They stressed the importance of 
holding regular training courses 
for the ministry's staff, especially 
those working in the field and with 
project implementation. 

Attending the meeting were the 
ministry under-secretary and his 
assistants. 

Meanwhile, ministry staff Thu- 


rsday held a party at the Amra 
Hotel in honour of Former Min- 
ister of Social Development Ina'ra 
Al Mufti. 

Attending the party were the 
Minister of Youth and Culture 
and Antiquities Abdullah ‘Qwe- 
idat, in addition to the minister of 
social development and t** 
istry's under-secretary. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
For Friday 


Al Ra'i: A positive return 


BY A voie ot 32. the Fourth Islamic Summit Conference has decided 
to return membership of Egypt to the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (CIO. This important decision means that the threat and 
intimidation which has been practised by one or two members no 
longer has the power to veto the majority decision. Thus, the QIC 
was able to overcome a chronic crisis. 

It is time for the Arab majority to restore its effectiveness in the 
Arab League and the Arab summit conferences, emanating the- 
refrom. just as it did in the QIC meetings. It is no longer acceptable to 
have the minority decision prevailing, it is essential to amend the 
Arab League Charter to liberate the Arab decision from this mil- 
lstone of unanimity, which has given the minority the opportunity to 
obstruct the majority's will. This obstacle has subjected the Arab 
decision to conciliatory considerations, with a view to gaining the 
required consensus, thus it led to lack of interpreting Arab work into 
actual actions. 

The call to restore the Arab majority's role in making policy does 
not mean that minority will be deprived of gi' ing its point of v iew and 
defending it. Since balanced dialogue, which gives an opportunity to 
all. should be the only basis for future conferences. The decision to 
return Egypt to the OIC is a positive one which should be completed 
by another Arab decision reiurning Egy pt to its Arab env ironment. 

Al Shaab: An important summit 

UPON THE conclusion of the Fourth Islamic Summit Conference, 
questions about this summit's achievements and decisions are gro- 
wing bigger. These questions touch upon the core of theJslamic 
World's problems, issues and sufferings. Has the period falling bet- 
ween the third and the fourth Islamic summit given the Muslim 
leaders the ability to move from the stands to conforming with them? 
The real value lies in abiding by and implementing decisions and in 
hav ing such stands taken by the majority, disregarding the extremist 
individual stands, which practise intellectual terrorism on all. 

The Casablanca summit had the same agenda as that of the Mecca 
conference despite the difference in time. It indudcd the Muslim's 
'’most pressing issues, that is Jerusalem. Palestine, the Iraq- Iran War. 
Egypt. Lebanon. Afghanistan, in addition tb'cconomie affairs. These 
"issues remained unsolved up to the Casablanca conference because 
its decisions were not binding on members slates. Active Islamic 
work as such issues should not remain subject to imported currents, 
individual moods or hardline stands. The Islamic summit is therefore 
required to take binding decisions capable of facing the challenges of 
the day. 


For Thursday 

Al Ra'i: Hassan 1 s winning formula 

— IN A speech to the Islamic conference in Casablanca. Crown Prince 
Hassan openly and candidly defined the dements of weakness that 
: has characterised the Islamic World and also submitted a formula 
that can remedy the situation. Prince Hassan said that the Arab and 

• Islamic nations' political weakness and the continual divisions among 
the Arabs have greatly contributed to the present weakness. This 

• weakness, he said, made the Arabs and Muslims vulnerable to attack 
•; and to the ambition of their enemies. 

> To remedy the situation Prince Hassan suggested that Muslims rise 
above the level of despair and throw off every feeling of weakness. 
;■ conduct self criticism in a true and frank manner, and try to achieve 
’ reconciliation with other brotherly states. In this way. he said, all 
*. Arab and Muslim nations will be able to help the PLO and Jordan in 
’ their joint struggle to liberate Palestine, to prevent Israel from exp- 

• loiting the time factor and to build more settlements and maintain the 
; Palestine problem alive and on the international level. Also, he said. 

this can abort Zionist attempts to keep Egypt completely isolated 
from the Islamic World. Thus Prince Hassan said the Islamic World 
<. can achieve substance in its meeting in Casablanca and help fulfil the 
I aspirations of the Islamic World. 

; Al Dustour: A democratic election 

THE LOWER House of Parliament Wednesday witnessed dem- 
ocratic competition among its deputies in the struggle to. win the 
vacant seats of the Occupied West Bank. The election in parliament 
of seven members to fill the vacant seats represent, another man- 
ifestation of freedom, democracy, unity and cohesion among the 
members of the united parliament that groups representatives of the 
West and East Banks of Jordan. Of course, the intra-parliamentary 
election would not have been the right procedure had there been no 
occupation of Arab territory which prevented free elections. Non- 
etheless. each citizen in the country takes pride in the democratic way 
the election was conducted and wishes the new deputies every suc- 
cess. 

Now that the vacant West Bank seats have been filled people are 
looking forward to further cohesion between Palestinians and Jor- 
danians. and further cooperation and joint action to bring about 
liberation of Arab lands. We hope the representatives of people on 
both banks can find the means and the formula for future joint action 
between the PLO and the government to achieve national aspirations 
and goals. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Future still in balance 


THE NEW cycle of violence that is sweeping Lebanon at present can 
only serve the enemy and means that the enemies of the Lebanese 
people are determined to liquidate and partition the country. The 
past two days witnessed the abduction of the Saudi consul in Beirut 
and the assassination of the president of the American University of 
Beirut. These two events indicate clearly the weakness of the central 
government and its inability to control the affairs of a city over which 
it exercises full sovereignty and where it has deployed its armed 
forces to maintain stability and peace. 

.* The new cycle of violence in Lebanon is also an indicator that the 
3 country is on the threshold of a new round of internal conflict that will 
S further aggravate the political situation and make the factional lea- 
3 ders unable to achieve any reconciliation. Lebanon's future will 
S remain in the balance if the Lebanese people do not take speedy, 
^..action to bring back to life the efforts designed to achieve national’ 
t * reconciliation and peace. 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY JANUARY 21, 1984 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 

U.S. media 


SANFRANCISCO — The 
American media puzzle people 
in other countries. The U.S. is 
the most powerful and rich 
country in the world. Its uni- 
versities are sought out by stu- 
dents from all over the world. 
American technology remains 
extraordinary even when taken 
over by so gifted a people as the 
Japanese. So one would think 
that our newspapers and tel- 
evision would reflect that bri- 
lliance. No so. To foreigners, 
the newspapers seem 
narrow-minded, prejudiced, 
and often outright boring. And 
foreigners find it impossible to 
understand how quaint little 
commercials advertising some 
new toothpaste can imm- 
ediately follow a lead iiem on a 
news programme. 

Our media, with the exc- 
eption of a New York Times, 
are just the opposition of what 
the London BBC is. for exa- 
mple. There is a calmness 


about the- BBC that never wav- 
ers. even when the most hor- 
rendous news is reported. In 
the American media, however, 
excitement periodically bub- 
bles up like foam on ocean 
waves. And when one wave 
creates foam, others will fol- 
low. In media terms^this means 
that “an issue has been dis- 
covered." 

The latest issue to be dis- 
covered by the U.S. media is 
the “Shiite revolution." More 
and more newspapers are pri- 
nting news of Shiite militance 
in southern Lebanon. The phr- 
ase of one Shiite leader on the 
bus bombing in Jerusalem that 
“really I was glad." was rep- 
rinted again and again. Pre- 
sident Reagan's comments 
about one thousand Shiite 
kamikaze's was also reprinted 
again and again (older Ame- 
ricans remember the Japanese 
kamikaze pilots of World War 


By Franz Schurmanri 

brainwash-game goes on 


J I who crashed their planes into 
U.S. warships — kamikaze 
means, in Japanese, the wind of 
the gods}. Naturally, the car 
bombing which cost the lives of 
more than 201/ Marines in Bei- 
rut in October was the beg- 
inning of this new discovery. 

What difference does it 
make that the L ; .S. media have 
"discovered" Shiism or the Shi- 
ite revolution as some call it? It 
makes a difference for Ame- 
ricans. in any case. Once again 
the media are playing a key 
role in “picking an enemy." 
And once the enemy has been 
identified, his image is pou- 
nded in again and again into 
the minds not just of ordinary 
Americans but those in pol- 
itical office. 

■ 

Shiites are now joining the 
list of enemies of America as 
seen in the media. 

That list changes over time 
and at no time is very big. Since 


the end of World War II. it has 
contained the name of the Sov- 
iets. They are an old enemy, 
but feelings against the Soviet 
enemy have risen since the Sov- 
iets shot down Korean Airlines 
Flight 0U7. “Red China" used 
to be an enemy but now. rem- 
arkably. has turned into a pop- 
ular country and. in some peo- 
ple's eyes, even a mild friend 
and growing ally. Ronald Rea- 
gan would like it that Ame- 
ricans again see Cuba as an 
enemy, but the media never 
followed him on that. Except 
for Cuban exiles and rig- 
htwingers. there is little hatred- 
of Cuba in the U.S. 

In the Middle East Pal- 
estinians earlier qualified as 
enemies. Feelings against Pal- 
estinians were negative but not 
all that deep. They intensified 
after 1^7*' and especially after 
the killings of the Israeli ath- 
letes in Munich in i u 73. But. 


last year, a change took place. 
U.S. media covered the 
siege of Beirut in a way quite 
sympathetic to the Pal- 
estinians. Now its stance vis- 
a-vis the Palestinians has that 
same lack of passion that is 
shown by the U.S. media to 
most foreigners in the world. 

But with Shiites it is dif- 
ferent. First came the bitterly 
hostile publicityover Khomeini 
and the Iranian revolution. The 
attitude was not really anti- 
Iranian but rather than an evil 
and crazy old man had acq- 
uired some “brainwashing" 
hold on the Iranian people. 
How else explain that so many 
young boys have gone to their 
deaths in battle by running 
over minefields? The world 
Shiism hardly appeared in 
newspapers, and it was rare 
even in the New York Times. 

Now Shiism is becoming a 
common word (Sunnism, by 


the way. is never mentioned). ' 
As the media see it. it is a kind - 
of religion that encourages ; 
martyrdom and military sui- ! 
aide. Thirty years ago. it was ! 
supposed Chinese bra- 
inwashing that fascinated 
American minds. Now it is 1 
becoming Shiism. 

Middle Easterners may 
laugh at this simple- 
mindedness. but it would be a 
mistake to underestimate its 
political force. The “dis- 
covery” of this new Shiism is 
preparing the public for ano- 
ther version of that “good 
guys'bad guys” categorisation, 
so typical of American media 
history. This time it is “good 
Muslims and bad Muslims." 

What does this mean for 
other people, especially in the 
Middle East? It means, as in 
the past, that U.S. involvement 
in the region, far From dec- 
reasing. will intensify. 
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Zhao pragmatically shelved Taiwan 


By Arthur Spiegelman 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — He was stepped 
on by a robot at the University of 
California at Berkeley, dem- 
onstrated against by Sou people in 
Washington, and New Yorkers - 
were irritated at him for causing 
traffic jams wherever he went. 

But these were only minor pro- 
blems for Chinese Premier Zhao 
Ziyang who can claim that his 
nine-day U.S. visit which ended 
Monday was a success that laid the 
foundation for better Sino-. 
American relations despite dif- 
ferences over Taiwan; 

Mr. Zhao left saying. “ I am full 
of confidence for a steady and sus- 
tained development of Sino-U.S. 
relations." 

He will take back to Peking a 
new Sino-American resolve not to 
letTaiwan stand m the way of bui- 
lding economic ties. 

In his last public appearance in 
the U.S.. Mr. Zhao made a tan- 
talising reference to another form 
of possible cooperation between 
the two countries. 

He said. “China and the United 
States share the same position 
with respect to Afghanistan and 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) and 1 
hope our two sides can coordinate 
in this respect so as to contain Sov- 
iet expansion in the region." 

He did not expand on that rem- 


ark. but it was closer to suggesting 
strategic cooperation between 
Washington and Peking than any- 
thing he or the Reagan adm- 
inistration had said previously 
during his visit. 

Mr. Zhao's U.S. trip ended on 
the same day that President Rea- 
gan chose to call on the Soviet 
Union to return to suspended 
arms control talks and to join the 
United States in “constructive 
cooperation" for world peace and 
stability. 

Mr. Zhao told reporters he 
knew in advance that the pre- 
sident would make such a speech, 
but declined to comment on it. 

Sino-American relations turned 
frosty when Mr. Reagan became 
president, because of his lon- 
gstanding support for Taiwan. 

A 1982 joint communique in 
which the United States promised 
■ to gradually reduce U.S. arm sales 
to Taiwan failed to smooth rel- 
ations. 

But last year a series of high- 
level American visits to Peking 
broke the ice and Mr. Reagan is 
now set to visit Peking in April. 

The talks last year led to a LLS. 
pledge to ease restrictions on tec- 
hnology sales to China, and Mr. 
Zhao took home an agreement on 
this. 

Mr. Zhao went to great lengths 
in public comments to reassure 
Americans that China wanted a 


peaceful reunification with Tai T 
wan. in which, he said at one 
point.' “neither party will swallow 
up the other." 

He said that all he asked of the 
United States was that it not hin- 
der the reunification process. 

But in a speech to the foreign 
policy association here, he also 
said, “we cannot make a com- 
mitment to any foreign country 
that only peaceful means will be 
used in solving the Taiwan issue, 
because this is China’s internal 
affair and within China's sov- 
ereign rights." 

Former President Richard 
Nixon, who visited Mr. Zhao for 
an hour, said he felt that China's 
position on Taiwan was “one on 
which we can build.” He added.“I 
see no military threat to Taiwan." 

Mr. Nixon was responsible for 
restoring relations with China. He 
and his former Secretary of Srate 
Henry Kissinger saw Mr. Zhao's 
visit as setting the seal on imp- 
roved relations. 

Mr. Zhao. too. saw a better era 
ahead for Sino-American rel- 
ations. 

“Facts prove that countries with 
different social systems can very 
well live together in harmony, fri- 
endship and cooperation while 
countries with the same social sys- 
tem may come into confrontation 
or even conflict." he said in his 
New York speech. 



Premier Zhao 


“As things stand, neither of our 
two countries poses a direct threat 
to the other. On the' contrary, we 
have common interests on larger 
issues affecting international 
peace and security." he added. 

While the premier was happy 
with his U.S. visit, he was also 
happy io leave the U.S. press. He 
told Mr. Nixon: “We Chinese who 
engage in politics don't know how 
to handle the (U.S.) press. It is 
easier to handle the Chinese press 
— they won’t raise difficult que- 
stions." 


Poor prospects for N 

By Oh Dson 

Reuter 


SEOUL — The chances of a dia- 
logue between North and South 
Korea on reunification appear as 
slim as ever despite the North's 
proposal for three-way peace talks 
with the South and the United Sta- 
tes. 

Pyongyang’s proposal, ann- 
ounced by the Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) on Jan. 

1 1 . was the first time it had said the 
South should participate in neg- 
otiating a treaty to replace the 
1953 Armistice Agreement that 
ended the three-year Korean war. 

The North said the discussions 
would also take in (he possible 
withdrawal of 40.UUU U.S. troops, 
in the South, which did not sign 
the armistice because it objected 
to a truce without full unification. 

Seoul did not specifically reject 


the offer because, analysts here 
said, it did not want to sound too 
blunt. 

Bui it called the northern pro- 
posal a “deceptive peace off- 
ensive" that Pyongyang used 
whenever it was driven into a cor- 
ner on the Korean question. 

Foreign ministry officials said 
North Korea's bid was aimed at 
“recovering their diplomatic face 
which suffered a great blow over 
the Rangoon bombing." Two 
North Korean military com- 
mandos were sentenced to death 
in Burma for the Oct. 9 blast in 
which four South Korean cabinet 
ministers were killed. 

Responding to the proposal. 
National Unification Minister Son 
Jae-Shik said Seoul preferred that 
the leaders of the two Koreas first 
hold talks on reducing tension on 
the peninsula and ultimate uni- 
fication. 


-S. Korean 

He agreed with President Rea- 
gan's proposal, made during the 
visit to Washington of Chinese 
Premier Zhao Ziyang. that the 
peace talks include China, a par- 
ticipant in the war and signatory to 
the armistice. 

__ Mr. Son made it clear that South 
Korea would also welcome exp- 
anded conferences between par- 
ties directly or indirectly con- 
cerned with Korea. The indirect 
reference was to the Soviet Union 
and Japan. 

Some government officials here 
believe that China's inclusion in 
any talks on Korea now would put 
both Pyongyang and Peking in an 
awkward position in view of 
Sino-Soviet rivalry. 

Moscow, also a strong ally of the 
North, could be offended if left 
out of any discussions, they added. • 

"By the same token, including 
both Moscow and Peking at such 


dialogue 

talks would be an embarrassment 
to both." a South Korean expert 
on the North said. 

Ever since 1 M 53. the two Kor- 
eas have accused each other of 
preparing a new conflict in the 
peninsula and Mr. Son said such a 
war would not be limited to fig- 
hting between North and South. 

Although Seoul has no dip- 
lomatic relations with Communist 
states and Peking is still tec- 
hnically called an enemy here bec- 
ause of the Korean war. the hij- 
acking of a Chinese airliner to 
South Korea last May led to the 
first official contacts between the 
Chinese and South Koreans. 

After amicable talks between 
the officials of the two countries, 
all 96 Chinese crew and pas- 
sengers were returned home and 
the officials promised to exercise a 
similar cooperative spirit in dea- 
ling with any future problems. 


After a slow 1983, 
Jordan expecting 
healthy economic 
growth in 1984 


By Riad Khonri 

BEIRUT — Like Lebanon. Jor- 
dan is a small country relying hea- 
vily on the Arab oil states for its 
markets and livelihood. LIniike 
Lebanon, however. Jordan has 
. enjoyed a high degree of stability 
over the past decade, allowing it to 
take maximum advantage of the 
rise in oil revenues of the mid- 
1970s and the consequent reg- 
ional boom. 

Aid flowed in at an increasing 
rate, the economic and social inf- 
rastructures were strengthened, 
and industry and services exp- 
anded in an economy that, by now', 
can no longer be classified as und- 
erdeveloped without qua- 
lification. 

More than 300.1 mu Jordanian 
expatriates — largely in the Gulf 
and Saudi Arabia — _ provided 
badly, needed skills to other parts 
of the Middle East and sent home 
millions of dollars to further enr- 
ich the country. 

From a cozy place. Amman 
.emerged as a centre of regional 
business and communication and 
the city looked set to take its place 
as an important third world capital 
at the centre of a small but dyn- 
amic and flourishing economy. 

But 1982 put an end. at least 
temporarily, to this trend. The 
Iraqi market virtually collapsed, 
as far as Jordanian exporters were 
concerned, because of the effect of 
the Iraq-Iran war. and the slow- 
down in Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf reduced public and private 
flows of funds to Jordan. 
Amman's previously booming 
stock exchange began a steep dec- 
line and property prices did lik- 
ewise. The 1983 economic sit- 
uation. exacerbated by the reg- 
ional political malaise in general, 
and the Lebanese crisis in par- 
ticular. showed all the cha- 
racteristics of a slump. B ut it was a 
“slump" relative only to the sharp 
growth of the earlier years, and it 
is in this context that we should 
look at the Jordanian economy 
and its prospects. 

For Jordan, the winter of 
I9K3-R4 has been one of dis- 
content. Mild weather and scant 
rainfall have only worsened an 
already sluggish economic and 
financial performance. Despite 
the sharp drop in aid and the eff- 
ects of the regional and int- 
ernational economic recessions, 
however, the economy should 
grow by four to five per cent in real 
terms this year. The Arab oil- 
producing states that pledged to 
provide Jordan with $ 1 .25 billion 
annually at the 1978 Baghdad 
summit conference have been 
unable to come up with the full 
amount. In fact, during the past 
two years budget-support grants 
to Jordan have totalled a full bil- 
lion dollars less than anticipated. 

This has combined with the rec- 
essjon in the oil-producing cou- 
ntries and throughout the ind- 
ustrialised world to dampen Jor- 
dan's economic growth during the 
past year, but anticipated growth 
for 1984 should compare well, not 
only with the Middle Eastern sta- 
tes. but with most others cou- 
ntries. 

Exports are expected to drop 
this year, though total foreign 
exchange receipts should leave 
Jordan with only a small deficit, or 
perhaps in a rough equilibrium, in 
the balance of payments. The 
country’s reserves remain high (at 
over 5 1 . 1 billion ) but the official 
debt increased by 20 per cent last 
yea and has to be monitored car- 
efully in 1984. Nevertheless. Jor- 
dan’s foreign debt ratio remains 
healthy, if compared to most other 


developing countries, with out- 
standing obligations in late 1 9X3 
at around 51.3 billion. 

The 1984 government budget 
represents a small drop from 1 983 
in real, infiation-adjsted terms. 
The price level is expected to rise 
by six per cent this year, rep- 
resenting a return to “normal" 
levels that correspond to a gro- 
wing economy, liie 14 per cent . 
increase in commercial bank dep- 
osits in 1 983 was also a return to a 
more normal rate of growth, after 
such heavy annual increases as 
25-3ti per cent during the past 
eight years. The situation reg- 
arding the money supply is sim- 
ilar: after nearly a decade of fev- 
erishly high growth that reached 
3(1 per cent in some years, next 
year’s increase is not expected to 
be mpre than ! 2 per cent. 

' ' Thus, as these and other indr 
icators show. 1984 will see further 
cooling off of the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. Rajai Muasher. a bus- 
inessman and former minister of 
the economy, put it succinctly 
when he predicted that 1984 “is 
going to be more of 1983.” 

“The agricultural season is now 
showing great promise, the pro- 
spects for industry are not bright 
because of unsteady export mar- 
kets. and expatriates' remittances 
will continue to be low.'’ he adds. 

Many share his views. Planners 
and economists might see this as 
necessary, allowing the country to 
'adjust to a new phase of dev- 
elopment. From this point of view, 
the current period is one of con- 
solidation, and the slowdown, 
though businessmen would never 
agree, is not unwelcome. An obv- 
ious benefit is the lowering of the 
rate of inflation. Another could be 
the easing of pressure on the lab- 
our market, and the consequent 
reduction in the inflow of uns- 
killed foreign workers, which had 
its own problems. 

But this is iio source of cheer for 
the country's powerful ent- 
repreneurs. a group which eve- 
rybody. especially the govi 
ernment. admits is at the heart of 
the economy. More to their liking 
was the recent announcement that 
oil had been discovered northeast 
of Amman. 

As front-page news the oil s tr- 
ike was a welcome change from 
the gloomy forecasts for 1 984. But 
as hard fan. the news is less than 
spectacular. To begin with.- we are 
talking about one well, and even 
that is not yet in production. In 
addition, although rhe quality of 
its oil is good — light crude with a 
low sulphur content — the qua- 
ntity involved is tiny: 400 barrels a 
day. Measured against the cou- 
ntry's imports of 50.0UW to 60,000 
barrels a day. the well is not going 
to make very much difference. 
Still it marks a beginning. What" 
now is a gleam in the eyes of Jor- 
danian geologists and petroleum’ 
engineers may yet prove to be an 
Eldorado, 

And if that doesn't materialise, 
that other vital liquid, water, is 
being discovered near the oil It is 
no exaggeration to say that water 
supplies are the single greatest 
constraint on Jordan’s dev- 
elopment whether these supplies' 
are for human, agricultural or ind- 
ustrial use. And if water and' op 
are gush ing outof the desert under 
the winter sun. can spring be far 
behind? 


Riad Khouri is a business ttttd 
economic consultant in Beirut who 
frequently travels to Jordan, He 
wrote this article for Lebanon’s, 
Daily [Star newspaper. 
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jets to collect weather data 


By . Elaine Williams 

LONDON — Before the end of 
the decade many of the world's 
wide bodied jets may carry com- 
puters which gather weather data. 
The World Meteorological Org- 
anisation in Geneva signed a con- 
tract with a British company to 
turn prototype equipment into 
commercial product. 

‘. Eight countries are par- 
ticipating in the project which, it is 
hoped, will improve weather for- 
ecasts around the world and save 
airliners’ fuel by planning routes 
to avoid the full effects of bad wea- 
ther. 

■ GEC McMichael, part of the 
GEC group, won the contract 
worth about S5D0.000, against 
competition from three U.S. com- 
panies. including Bendix cor- 
poration and Teledyne. 

. The Aircraft to Satellite Data 
Relay (ASDAR) project wQl aut- 
omatically collect data on weather 
conditions in the upper atm- 
osphere and transmit information 
to the meteorological satellites 
circling the earth. Plans are to use 
the system on Boeing 747 and 
DClOs initially. 

Relaying information 

In essence, the ASDAR system 
consists of a small on-board com- 
puter which takes information 
from the aircraft’s own inertial ' 
navigation guidance system. This 
has data on wind speed in the 


upper atmosphere, temperature, 
altitude and the location of the 
aeroplane as the weather obs- 
ervations are made. 

This information is relayed aut- 
omatically at hourly intervals to 
the weather stations via one of 
.four satellites. Two are launched 
by the U.S., one is Japanese and 
the other is European. The 
ASDAR processor collects inf- 
ormation every seven and a half 
minutes and transmits the inf- 
ormation in batches. Happily, it is 
possible to transmit messages to 
all satellites using the same fre- 
quency. 

About SI .1 million has been 
raised from the eight countries 
participating in the ASDAR pro- 
ject. The U JC., the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia are the main contributors 
to the project. Other funding has 
come from Canada. Australia, 
New Zealand, the Netherlands 
and West Germany. 

Airimes to participate 

Within two years the ASDAR 
system will be turned into a com- 
mercial system and by 1986 about 
50 units should be operating on 
airlines’ jets. Mr. Jim Giraytys at 
the World Meteorological Org- 
anisation in Geneva commented 
that the aim would be to have 
more than 200 widebodied jets 
- linked into the system. British 
Airways carried one of the exp- 
erimental systems and British 
Caledonian. TWA and United 


Airlines are all willing . to par- 
ticipate in the next phase. 

The ASDAR project started 
officially in 1981 after initial work 
which started more than a decade 
ago. The World Meteorological 
Office used NASA technology for 
the prototype system and 18 units 
were built to prove the techniques. 
Mr. Giraytys said that at one point 
eight international airlines had 
trial systems on board their air- 
craft. ’ 

The benefits of the .ASDAR 
system, said Mr. Giraytys. was the 
ability to receive automatic inf- 
ormation about weather con- 
ditions in the upper atmosphere. 
Neither the pilot nor his crew need 
do anything during the flight. 

Such information would give 
more reliable and more frequent 
data on upper atmosphere con- 
ditions. Today it is usually gat- 
hered by sending up balloons equ- 
ipped with expensive radio son- 
des. At most two such obs- 
ervations can be made during the 
day. and none at ail are used over 
large areas of oceans — where 
aircraft tend to have their routes. 

Mr. Giraytys said that there 
were also benefits for airlines in 
that the system could be used for 
take-off and landing, and for plo- 
tting optimum long distance rou- 
tes to reduce aircraft fuel con- 
sumption. 

Another possible use of the sys- 
tem could be for emergencies to 
help locate off-course or missing 
planes, as in the recent Korean Air 
Lines disaster. Because the 


ASDAR system automatically 
transmits every hour it would be 
possible to give a more accurate 
idea of the plane's position before 
disappearance. 

Barriers 

Mr. Giraytys, however, said 
that there were certain barriers' to 
the system’s use in distress. There 
is no infrasturcture to alert aut- 
horities about possible disasters 
and weather satellite ground sta- 
tion operators are reluctant to 
take on such responsibilities wit- 
hout a suitable reporting network. 
Though this application has been 
discussed for three or four years, 
and despite the U.S. Air Force's 
enthusiasm, no progress has been 
made and shows no signs of doing 
so. 

The main aim, though, is to 
improve weather reporting. Pilots 
already give verbal reports and are 
an important input to the world 
meteorological data base. How- 
ever, such reports are only ava- 
ilable at the standard longitudes 
and are subject to tong delay — up 
to 12 hours — because of manual 
processing. 

When operational the new sys- 
tem takes information in two 
ways: Evety seven and a half min- 
utes during high altitude cruising 
but at a much smaller interv al dur- 
ing take-off and landing, when an 
aircraft can experience con- 
siderable atmosphere changes. — 
Financial Times news feature 


HOW COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT WILL BE USED TO 
GATHER WEATHER DATA 



Weather conditions in remote eeean areas can be detected 
using jets’ existing sensors and inertial navigation system. 
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S. Europeans to modernise air-safety facilities 


BRUSSELS (R) — Air safety 
over the Mediterranean, the hol- 
iday destination of millions of 
people each year, continues to lag 
far behind northern Europe, acc- 
ording to aviation experts. 

They acknowledge that Spam. 
Portugal, Italy and Greece, which 
have been criticised in the past for 
inadequate standards, are upg- 
rading their facilities. 

However. European Par- 
liamentarian Carlo Ripa di Meana 
says last month's runway crash 
• between two planes at Madrid 
Airport would almost certainly 
have been prevented if the Spa- 
nish had installed ground radar. 
Ninety-three people were killed. 

Mr. Ripa di Meana, an Italian 
Socialist and spokesman for the 
European Parliament’s Transport 
Committee,* called aftenfiop to 
defidences in aircraft radar cov- 
erage, navigational aids and aut- 
omated traffic control throughout 
the Liberian Peninsula. 

_ In a new report he says there are 
still ■ potentially dangerous gaps in. 
radar coverage over parts of the 
Mediterranean and calls for str- 
icter, Coram unity- wide safety sta- 


ndards to cut the number of col- 
lisions and near misses between 
planes. 

His report is backed up by an 
official of the International Fed- 
eration of Airline Pilots Ass- 
ociation, Max Venet. who says 
radar coverage over the Med- 
iterranean is insufficient. 

Mr. Venet, who is the ass- 
ociation’s southern European 
vice-president, said northern 
Europe and North America were 
the best equipped air safety zones 
in the world. But comfortable 
radar coverage is available only 
north of line drawn from Madrid 
through Rome to Athens. 

In the past, the assodation has 
awarded black stars to airports or 
air corridors it is unhappy about, 
but Mr. Venet says it now tries to 
Seek reforms without publicity. 

European Community airports 
that have drawn black stars in pre- 
vious years include Rhodes, Corfu 
and Athens in Greece, Bordeaux,, 
Lille and Nantes in France and 
Rimini and Palermo in Italy. 

But Mr. Venet would name only 
one area causing concern at the 
moment — the airspace north and 


east of Cyprus, which is on the 
main air route between Europe 
and Asia. 

He said conflicting instructions 
can be issued to pilots from rival 
control units of the Cypriot and 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot aut- 
horities. adding that he received 
three reports lit year of aircraft 
flying within 100 metres of each 
other in this region. 

Mr. Ripa di Meana, who is to 
present his report to his transport 
committee later this month, said 
officials of the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation did not 
regard the extent of radar cover as 
a safety problem but as a- factor 
determining allowable plane den- 
sity. 

He disagreed with this ass- 
essment. saying the extensive 
checks possible with radar made it 
important to aircraft safety. " 

Italy. Spain and Portugal have 
already embarked on upgrading 
their facilities, while the European 
Investment Bank has begun hel- 
ping to finance new radar systems 
in Greece, which Mr. Ripa di 
Meana said needed to extensively 
modernise its approach and route 


controls.. 

Investigations are continuing in 
Spain into the runway crash in 
December and another disaster in 
November when a Colombian 
Airlines Jumbo Jet crashed on. 
approach to Madrid Airport, kil- 
ling 181 people. 

But a Spanish Civil Aviation 
spokesman said his country’s air- 
ports were now safe and declared 
that its new air traffic control sys- 
tem would be among the most 
advanced in Europe. 

He told Reuters that a 56- 
millioa scheme leading to aut- 
omation of all air traffic control in 
Spain would be completed by 
1988, allowing controllers to han- 
dle up to 550 planes in the air at 
one time. 

Madrid Airport authorities, 
meanwhile, said they were stu- 
dying the possibility of eventually 
installing ground radar, although 
they said the airport averaged only 
15 days of fog a year. 

A Portuguese airports authority 
spokesman said a computerised 
air traffic control system is due to 
begin working next year, when 
Lisbon is also schleduled to get 


new equipment for bad weather 
takeoffs and landings, currently 
banned at Portuguese airports. 

A spokesman for Italy’s Air 
Traffic Service ITAV said that a 
multi-radar tracking system sta- 
rting in the spring would by next 
year leave only small gaps of Ita- 
lian airspace uncovered by cen- 
tralised radar. 

Mr. Ripa di Meana said Int- 
ernational Air Transport Ass- 
ociation figures showed the num- 
ber of near misses between air- 
craft in the 1 0-nation Community. 
Spain and Portugal fell steadily 
from 291 in 1977 to 177 in 1982. 

■ West Germany had the greatest 
number of near misses in 1982 
with 40. followed by Spain (35). 
'France (31 } and Britain (21 ). But 
Sppin had the worst record for 
cases with the highest risk — 15. 
compared with 1 1 for France and 
four each for West Germany and 
Greece. 

Mr. Ripa di Meana said military 
planes were involved in more than 
30 per cent of near misses and he 
urged better coordination of mil- 
itary and civilian aviation to cat 
the risk. 


Fresh French interest in UFO 


By Marc Niederhauser 

Reiaer 

PARIS — Fresh interest in Uni- 
dentified Flying Ojects (UFO) is 
being sparked in France with att- 
ention focused on a man's claim 
that he saw a flying saucer land in 
his garden. 

A spate of recent sightings in 
France have been largely exp- 
lained away, but the country’s 
space agency (CNES) say these 
have renewed interest in the man’s 
claims. 

His story has gained more cre- 
dence than most because an off- . 
icial group staffed with scientists 
devoted to investigating une- 
xplained phenomena has con- 
cluded something really did hap- 
pen. 

The group is known officially as 
GEPAN, the Groupe cfEthdes 
des Phenomenes Aerospatiayx 
Non-identifies (the study group 
on unidentified flying objects). 

Most sightings are easily exp- 
lained, but GEPAN, which is a 
subsidiary of the space agency, 
says “a major event’’ took place 
near the village of Tans- 
en-Provence in southern France 
three years ago. 

What made the claims of Ren- 


ato Nicolai, a 55-year-old sto- 
nemason. different from most 
UFO reports were the strange 
clues the “object'’ left behind in 
his back garden. - 

A GEPAN report published 
last year quotes Mr. Nicolai as say- 
ing he saw a flattened circular obj- 
ect land in his garden. There was 
no smoke or flame, just a slight 
whistling. 

He watched the object he tho- 
ught was a new tape of military 
craft for about 40 seconds in all. 

The suddenly the craft he des- 
cribed as 25 metres (eight feet) 
wide and 1.7 metres (five feet) 
thick quickly took off vertically, 
leaving, according to the sci- 
. entists. a circular mark on the gro- 
und. 

GEPAN said Mr. Nicolai was at 
first reluctant to report what he 
had been biit his wife convinced 
him he should, and he eventually 
spoke to police and the scientists.' 

The report said soil analysis of 
the circular mark showed that fri- 
ction and a temperature of up to 
6UU degrees Centigrade 1,100 
degrees Faherenbeit) had been 
applied. 

Even more startling, the report 


concluded from analysis of sur* .* 
round vegetation that grass was r : 
affected as if it had been submitted 
to high temperatures without bur- 
ning and to an unusual level of - 
radiation. In the younger plants, * 
nearly half of the chlorophyl had 
been oxydised. 

A CNES spokesman said there ■ 
was no reason to doubt the 
mason's testimony. However, the • 
GEPAN report acknowledged its * 
findings posed more questions ' 
than it answered. 

The spokesman said an average 
of one hundred serious sightings ■' 
are reported .each year to > 
GEPAN, but like those in sou- 
them France recently the “U- 
FOs” often turn out to be sat- 
ellites re-entering the atmosphere ' 
or / weather balloon?. , , ■ - 

Three months ago thousands of 
people reported strange "craft in * 
the .skies over Brittany,; but the * 
French Defence Ministry said it 
had just tested its new‘'M-4” nuc- ! 
lear missiles for submarines. 

GEPAN. which was set up in 
1977 and has a modest budget df 
SOtr.tftH) francs (S58.0U0) a year, 
investigates eveiy .sighting and its 
reports are sold widely overseas. 
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Daily at 

AL MADAFA 

— Luncheon Buffet 
— Tea Time, from 4-6 p.m. 


dor Res. Can 660000/15 
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CHINA 


RESIAURAN 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1-30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 30068 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 



s hakhshiri 

RoentACar 



Mid dle East Hotel 
AMMAN, JORDAN. I 


Aqaba, a holiday resort 
paradise on the Red Sea. 

Stay with us and enjoy our 
traditional warmth and 
hospitality combined with 
excellent service. 

Try out our superb 
RESTAURANT or join in 
on one of our nightly 
POOLSIDE BARBECUE’S. 
The perfect holiday at the 
AQABA TOURIST 
HOUSE HOTEL. 

For reservations call us any- 
time on (032) 5165. 


v \ 



AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba - 


Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday Inn Hotel 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 




SCANDIN/VIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ \Afell units ' 

☆Limiting fixtures _ 

☆Club B for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



.The youtnfu! 
style with an 
eye to the . 


lt> till r< ■/'//'<■ !>: 
! hl.S Si i non 




call 663100 for reservations 


MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 

Room ratal: 

Single JD 8l- 

Do ubia JD 11.- 

Triple JD 14.- 

Famlty apartment JD 20. 


Continental breakfast /no- 

hided 

Special rates for monthly res- 
idents and groups. 

Please cal tel: 4339 - 4341 ■ 
Aqaba . 

Telex: 62275 


’^CHINESE 

Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pol 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 - 3£0 p-m- 
fc30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 


*hMh* 

, - JBav 

The place for 
the Gourmet 

Delicious Cuisine] 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzasl 
Excellent Service 

Tel: 842171' 

842172 



To advertise in 
this section 


Phone 666320 


To advertise in 
this section 
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Ahmed, Zaman to 
clash in squash final 


By Anne Counsell 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The semi-finals of the Second Asian 
Squash Championship were held at the Sports City 
Friday in front of capacity crowds. Maqsood 
Ahmed, world No. 6 from Pakistan defeated Raj 
Manchanda from India in straight sets 9-1, 9-1, 9-1. 


Pakistan's Qamar Zaman. 
world No. 2. who is seeded to win 
the individual tournament, beat 
Fahim Gul. world number 2n from 
Pakistan I ci-Sc_ y-2. 1 (J-6 in an exc- 
iting and well contested match. 

In the first match of the semi- 
finars. 3K-year-old Raj Man- 
chanda had difficulty in mai- 
ntaining the pace set by Maqsood 
Ahmed -whose stamina and skill 
outstripcd_that of Manchanda. 

The Zaman'v Gul match proved 
fast and exciting and despite the 
inevitable outcome Fahim Gul 
fought hard and managed to take 
the lead in the First game 8-6 bef- 
ore dropping 4 consecutive points 
to lose the first set 10-#. The 
crowd clearly appreciated Gurs 
efforts and raptuously applauded 
his better shots. In the second set 
Gul noticeably slackened his pace 
and Zaman quickly gained a 6-0 
lead before Gul managed to gain 
two points and hold two game 
points before losing 9-2. Fahim 
Gul got off to a better start in the 
Final set. holding the score at 2-3 
and fought hard to try and gain a 
lead when the score stayed at 6-6 
for 6 serves. 


However. Zaman's experience 
led him to win the final set IU-6 
and take the match. Zaman will 
meet Maqsood Ahmed in the sin- 
gles final today (Saturday) to be 
held at 6 p.m. in the international 
court at Sports City. 

Fahim Gul. who is the trainer 
for the national Jordanian team, 
ranked 1 6th in the world last year 
but dropped to 2Uth position due 
to his absence from international 
tournaments. However, his per- 
formances in the Second Asian 
Squash Championship may affect 
his standing, especially his victory 
over Gogi Alauddin. world num- 
ber IS from Pakistan, whom Gul 
beat 9-5. 6-9. 9-5. 9-5 in the qua- 
rter Finals held on Thursday. This 
was the closest and most exciting 
match of the championship, hig- 
hlighting the skill of both players 
and providing excellent viewing of 
international squash for the aud- 
ience. 

The team events start today, 
Saturday between Pakistan and 
Bahrain at 9 JO a.m. in the pre- 
liminary rounds. Three members 
from each of the seven teams will 
be representing their countries in 



Maqsood Ahmed (Ml) displaying his power against 
India's Rqj Man chanda in the semi-finals of the 2nd 


Asian Squash Championship. (Photo by Yousef .41 
•Allan) 


•the tournament, the fi nal of which 
will be played on January 26. 

World Champion Jahanjir 
Khan of Pakistan was expected 
arrived Friday according to the 
Vice President of the Jordanian 
Squash Federation. Abed El Raz- 
zak M. Hunatiey. who said that a 
delegation went "to the Queen Alia 
Airport to meet him. 

Jahanjir Khan is expected to 
participate in the team events of 
the championship. 


Correction: It was wrongly rep- 
orted in the Jordan Times of Jan- 
uary 19 that Qamar Taman is ran- 
ked 4th in the world. He is In fact 
number two in the world. 


Moscow criticises State 
Department over Olympics 


MOSCOW (R) — A top Soviet 
sports official Thursday scrongly 
criticised the U.S. State Dep- 
artment for what he described as 
interference in arrangements for 
this year’s Los Angeles Olympic 
Games. 

The chairman of the Soviet 
Olympic Committee. Marat Gra- 
mov. told reporters the State 
Department had objected to a 
confidential document listing Sov- 
iet worries over the games, which 
the Los Angeles Organising 
Committee Chairman had signed. 

Speaking at a press conference. 
Gramov said the state department 


had told Soviet diplomats in the 
United Slates that the Los Ang- 
eles official did not have the aut- 
hority to sign the protocol. 

Under the Olympic Charter the 
games are awarded to a city and 
not a country- All arrangements 
are supposed to be made and car- 
ried out by the city’s Olympic 
committee with minimal help 
from the national government. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Moscow had no comment on 
Gramov’ s remarks at the con-, 
ference. called to discuss Soviet 
participation in the Sarajevo Win- 
ter Games next month. 


The new perfume from Yves Saint Laurent 



V - / 



Parfums 



MEDICAL SUPPLIES BUREAU TEL. 44157 AMMAN 


Snow question hangs over 
Monte Carlo Motor Rally 


PARIS ( R; — About 200 cars will 
roar off from eight different Eur- 
opean towns and cities at the start 
of the 52nd Monte Carlo Motor 
Rally on Sunday, unsure of whe- 
ther there will be any snow to test 
their ability. 

As in last year's rally, the main 
duel wQl be between the four- 
wheel-drive Audi Quattros and 
the Italian Lancia 037s. 

The snow, or lack of it will play 
a crucial role in the outcome. If it 
shows the West German Quattros 
will have the edge with their ten- 
acioustrip. but if the roads are 
dear the Land as will be seeking to 
repeat their double success of last 
.year when West German star Wal- 
. ter Roehrl and Finn Markku Aien- 
took first and second place. 

This year Roehrl, who won in 
1980 with Hat. 1982 with an Ope! 
and last year with a Lancia, has 
switched to Audi and heads a for- 
midable three-car challenge with 
1983 World Rally Champion 
Hannu Mikkola of Finland and 
Swedish star Stig Biomqvist. 

Although France has had uns- 


easonally mild weather for most of 
December and January, snow fell 
for tbe first time this winter in 
Paris and central France on Thu- 
rsday. 

Unlike previous years there will 
not be a time trial in the first sec- 
tion. so the departure has been put 
back a day to Sunday. 

Cars will leave from Raa- 
msdonck in the Netherlands. Bad 
Homburg in West Germany. Bar- 
celona. Lausanne. London. Ses- 
triers in Italy. Monte Carlo itself 
and Paris. 

All competitors are scheduled 
to arrive in Aix-les-Bains. in sou- 
thern France on Monday morning. 

Although 237 competitors have 
been registered with the Aut- 
omobile Club de Monaco, the 
organisers said they expected only 
about 210 to 220 cars to start, 
given the rate of forfeits in pre- 
vious yean. 

During the rally, which ends iu 
the principality on Friday, there 
will be 30 timed stages and 20 str- 
aightforward stages in “the com- 
mon part of the route from Aix- 


les-Bains. 

If previous years are anything to 
go by, around 100 cars are exp- 
ected to make it to Monte Carlo 
for traditional final time trials. 

France’s official Renault team 
will not be entering its turbo- 
powered Renault fives this year, 
although there will be soraeof the 
squat little cars entered privately. 

Opel have also decided not to 
enter an official team this year, 
fearing the ’field to the West 
Gennan-Italian battle. 

Heading' the Italian Lancia cha- 
llenge will be Alen, Italy's Artilio 
Bettega and French star Jean Cla- 
ude AndrueL 

In the absence of the official 
Renault team the flag will be car- 
ried by Jean Luc Therier. Francois 
Chaoiot and Bruno Saby. who are 
reckoned to have the best chance 
of any of the private entrants. 

In Group ‘A’ for mass- 
produced ‘ cars. Kenya's Shekhar 
Mehta is entering a Japanese-bQih 
Subaru and French actor Jean- 
Louis Trintignant will be driving 
an Aifa-Romeo. 


Wolves seeks to consolidate on Liverpool win 


LONDON (R) — A week after 
pulling off one of the shock results 
of the season. Wolverhampton 
Wanderers are determined to 
demonstrate Saturday that last 
Saturday' s 1 -0 away win over Eng- 
lish Soccer Champions Liverpool 
was no mere fluke. 

Graham Hawkins, manager of 
bottom-of-the-table Wolves, 
appeared to be speaking more in 
hope than expectation when he 
said before the Liverpool match 
that his team could win. 

But there is now every ind- 
ication that the dub are on the 


brink of a revival and that they can 
desert last place in the first div- 
ision by beating Luton, the visitors 
to Moiineus on Saturday. 

‘’Beating Liverpool was a mar- 
vellous achievement.*’ said Haw- 
kins. “We have set our standard 
now for the rest of the season and 
we must not let it drop. 

“There is still a big leeway to 
make up. But if we can show the 
same application we did at Liv- 
erpool. all is not lost.*’ 
Ironically. Steve Mar- 
denborough. the 1 9-year-old str- 
iker who scored against Liverpool, 


For rent 

Modern furnished apartments 

A- Two bedrooms, living, dining room, kitchen arid bat- 
hroom. 

B- One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bathroom. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: A Jab a/ Amman between 3rd & 4th Circle. - 
B. Shmeisani near Birds' garden 

TeL 41443 . 



British contractor has following second hand equ- 
ipment for sale due to completion of work: 

EDER MT9 HYDRAULIC CRANE 
JCB 3C MK111 EXCAVATOR 
ACE MIDGET BUILDERS HOISTS 
21/14 BENFORD MIXERS 
50 TON CEMENT SILOS 
WATER TANKS 

KOMATSU 177CFM COMPRESSOR 
1 001 B AIR COMPRESSOR 
CATERPILLAR 106 KVA GENERATOR 
EDBRO TRACTOR, TRAILERS AND BOWSER 
D60 ROLLER 
ELECTRIC WELDING SET 
LINER SKW BENCH UNIT 
REBAR BENDER AND CUTTER 
BENFORD DUMPERS 

CONCRETE AND SOIL LABORATORY EQUIPMENT 
BUILDING AND WORKSHOP TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 

Those interested in making offers should telephone Salt 
(05) 2908 or visit Laing Projects Site Office Salt, Near Za’i 
Circle. 




COLD, TIRED, NEED REST 

Holiday Inn Aqaba Can Make 
It Better For You. 

Special Offer At 20 Degrees 
And More, 


is not expected to play against 
Luton with fit-again Wayne Cla- 
rke likely to keep him out. 

Manchester United manager 
Ron Atkinson is predicting a 
much tighter finish to the first div- 
ision championship race than last 
season when Liverpool won by 1 1 
points. 

United are currently in second 
place, two points behind Liv- 
erpool who were playing Aston 
Villa Friday night. “ I would love 
to see the others — West Ham. 
Nottingham Forest. Sou- 
thampton. OPR — get in the 
frame. It keeps the interest going, 
the pot boiling. 

“That's much better than Liv- 
erpool taking a stranglehold cm 
the title and to be honest, I can't 
see them doing that this year. But 1 
don't want the others up there at 
our expense." 

United’s prospects of catching 
Liverpool will be dearer after 
their home match Saturday aga- 
inst Southampton. 

Southampton, six points adrift 
of Liverpool in sixth place, will be 
without their excellent midfield 
player -Steve Williams who starts a 
two-match suspension. But striker 
Alan Curtis, whose hamstring inj- 
ury is on the mend, may return to 
help Southampton defend an 
eight-game unbeaten run. 


Lotus maintains 
top speeds in 
Formula One tests 

RIO DE JANEIRO ( R ) — Lotus’ 
new Formula One car, driven for 
the first time by Britain’s Nigel 
ManselL clocked the fastest time 
for the fourth consecutive day dur- 
ing tyre tests at the Jacarepagua 
track here on Thursday. .. . 

Mansell went round the 5.031- 
km circuit in one minute 31.70 
seconds. 

Team-mate Elio de Angelis of 
Italy, who put up the fastest time 
on each of the first three days — 
the best being 1:30.65 on Wed- 
nesday — has flown home, leaving 
Mansell to test the car. 

Team manager Peter Warr said 
this week there was nothing rad- 
ically new about the car. which 
was a development of ideas the 
team had last season on weight 
distribution and aerodynamics. 

Many of the world's Formula 
One teams are here to prepare, 
their cars for the Brazilian Grand 
Prix, the first of the 1 984 . Motor 
Racing Championship, on March 
25. Summer temperatures often 
reach more than 40 degrees cen- 
tigrade. 

Second best time Thursday was 
1:32.63 by Italy's Michele Alb- 
oreto in a Ferrari. 

Brazilian Ayrton Senna, new- 
comer to the circuit, notched the 
third best time of 1:35.84 on his 
first test outing in a Formula One 
car, having signed for Toleman in . 
December. 


J*D fl,5 On Half Board Per Person 
In A Double Room. 

J.D 4,5 Per Child Below 12 
(H/B) In The Same Room. 

HOLIDAY INN 


ABETTER 
PLACE TO RE. 


These rates are applicable during January, 
February and March. 



FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment 
7th Circle. Composed of two- 
bedrooms, salon, dining 
room with veranda, kitchen, 
two bathrooms, separate 
central heating and carpark. 

Call Mr. Aref, tel: 30151 - 55 
. ajw., 816455 p.m. 
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E.G. warns U.S. 

over textile rules 


GENEVA (R) — The European 
Community (E.C.) has warned the 
United States it win retaliate if hit 
by new import rules on textiles, 
trade sources said Thursday. 

The warning was issued at pri- 
vate talks before an' emergency 
meeting of the textile committee 
of GATT, the General Agr- 
eement on Tariffs and Trade, cal- 
led Thursday to discuss the mea- 
sures, the sources said. 

The U.S. rules, announced on 
Dec. 16. set standards to det- 
ermine when textile imports thr- 
eaten to disrupt domestic pro- 
duction, opening the way for spe- 
cific curbs on imports. 

During Thursday’s closed mee- 
ting. a number of nations inc- 
luding China protested that the 
rules were contrary to the spirit of 
the Multi-Fibre Arrangement 
(MFA). which governs most of 
world trade in textiles and clo- 
thing. 

U.S. delegate Mr. Richard Imus 
said the rules were meant to spur 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The Financial Times share index Friday hit a 
further record high as pricesheld their firm undertone amid con- 
tinued institutional buying support, although interest was more 
selective dealers said. 

The F.T. index at 1500 was up 6.2 to a record 830.1. This 
reflects sharp gains in a few stocks such as London Brick. TJ. 
group, Bowater and THF, dealers said. Overall gains and losses 
among leading shares were about evenly split. 

Government bonds eased in thin trade, with long dates down by 
as much as % point. Gold shares were lower and North Americans 
mixed. 

Leading industrials bad Bowater up 14p at 305 as bid hopes 
prompted further U.S. buying, London Brick lip higher at 157 
following clearance for the bid from Hanson Trust, and T.L group 
up 6p at 198 after 202. Davy Corp rose 9p to 6lp on interim 
results with a maintained dividend, but IC1 fell 4p to 632. 

Press stocks met renewed demand ahead of any Reuters flo- 
tation. with Fleet I6p up at 176 after 185. Excel rose 37p to 5 10. 
Firm banks had Lloyds and Natwest each 1 Op higher. Insurances 
also gained. 

In firm oils, Lasmo gained* 1 1 p at 326 onhopesof U.K. oil finds, 
while Atlantic Resources rose 90p to 648. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 



One sterling.- 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.4175/85 

'1.2446/49' • 
2.7^3^43 
3.1400/10 
2.2240*50 
57.02*07 
8 .5500/30 
1703.25/170425 
233.50/60 
8.15UU/1600 
* 7.8200*8300 
10. 1 200/1 300 
373.25/373.75 


-LLS ^dollars 

Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THE PATIENTS PlPhTT 
LIKE THAT NUR©£ BE 
CAUSE SHE WAS AL- - 
WAYS TKYlKiS TO 
170 THIS, 


Now arrange the dueled fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a n-fc *11 r ■ ■ 

(Answer s to morrow) 

Jumbles: USURP OFTEN POCKET NOODLE 
Answer If you want to buy a good wig. you sure have 
this — TOUPEE FOR IT 


Japan plans small budget rise 


domestic textile trade and avoid 
unacceptable disruption of the 
U.S. market, the sources said. 

He said U.S. imports of textiles 
and clothing were up 24 per cent 
last year over 1982, and 50 per 
cent up over the last 3 years, thus 
far exceeding growth in the dom- 
estic market. 

The U.S. rules assume the mar- 
ket is being disrupted if total tex- 
tile imports growth by more than 
30 per cent a year or exceed 1 *5 of 
domestic production, or if imports 
from an individual country exceed 
1 percent of domestic production. 

Mr. Imus said the measures “do 
not change our basic commitment 
to implement our programme in 
accordance with the MFA and our 
bilateral agreements.'’ 

Pakistan delegate Mr. Moh- 
ammad Bajwa, speaking in the 
name of exporting developing 
countries, said Washington had 
set a “dangerous precedent 3 ' in 
imposing unilateral int- 
erpretations. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s finance ministry told the 
cabinet Friday it wants a smaller rise in defence 
.spending this financial year, signalling the start of 
arguments among ministers considering the budget. 


Officials said the cabinet: was 
told the increase should be 5.1 per 
cent, well below the 7 per cent 
sought by the forces and the 6.5 
per cent in the current period. 

The military had been offered 
2.896 billion yen (812.43 billion), 
with the increase one of the lowest 
in 2 decades, they said. 

Defence chiefs say they need 
new equipment because of a gro- 
wing Soviet military presence aro- 
und Japan. 

The United States wants Japan 
to boost its strength so that Ame- 
rican forces can be redeveloped 
closer to the Gulf. 

One thorny issue for the cabinet 
is an air force request for 21 new 
U.S. ‘F-15 fighters, each costing 
abont $40 million. The finance 
ministry has said no. 

The navy wants more money to 
comply with U.S. requests for- 
Tokyo to do more to defend sea- 
lanes 1,000 miles from Japan. 


If the finance ministry proposal 
is accepted by ministers, defence 
spending would represent just 
under 6 per cent of total planned 
government expenditure in the 
coming year, compared with 18 
per cent for welfare payments and 
9.5 per cent for education. 

The finance ministry proposes 
to allocate 535 billion yen (S2.3 
billion) for foreign aid, 6 per cent 
increase on last year, officials said. 

Meanwhile, the Japanese fin- 
ance ministry Thursday decided to 
propose a 1984/85 budget tot- 
alling about 50.627 billion yen 
($218 billion) which represents 
the lowest year-on-year rise in 29 
years, ministry sources said. 

The cabinet is expected to app- 
rove the ministrty’s overall budget 
plan prior to notifications from 
other ministries and agencies of 
their respective outlays iri the 
year, beginning next April 1 . 

The proposed framework will 


be only 0.5 per cent bigger than 
the original 1983/84 budget of 
50,379 billion yen ($21 6 billion), 
the lowest increase since 1955/56 
when the budget was cut by 0.8 
per cent from a year earlier. 

The ministry also decided to call 
for a supplementary budget of 460 
billion yen ( nearly $2 billion } for 
the current year, ending March 
31, mainly to finance natural dis- 
aster rehabilitation projects, the 
sources said. 

Early Thursday the government 
approved economic projections 
for the coining financial year with 
Japan’s economy expected to 
grow by 4.1 per cent in real terms, 
compared with an estimated 3.4 
per cent rise in Us Gross National 
Product (GNP). 

Government economists said in 
a report to the cabinet Thursday 
that the expected improvement in 
the economy, which has been slu- 
ggish since the 1979 oil crisis, 
would stem largely from increased 
consumer spending in Japan. 

The cabinet-approved outlook 
estimated the country’s trade sur- 
plus with the rest of the world in 
the new fiscal year at S34 billion, 
unchanged from a revised 1983/ 


84 estimate. 

The government had originally 
expected the surplus in the current 
year to stand at S20 billion. 

Private economists have been 
warning that trade friction with 
Japan's major trading partners 
such as the United States and 
Europe will aggravate, given the 
expected sharp rise in the trade 
surplus in an election year in 
America, which suffers from a 
lop-sided trade imbalance with 
Japan. 

Under the finance ministry’s 
plan, the budget’s general exp- 
enditures, which the government 
is free to adjust in line with its 
policies, will actually foil 0.1 per 
cent to 32,586 billion yen ($140 
billion), the sources said. 

Inflation predicted to rise 

The government also predicted 
that the inflation rate, now one of 
the lowest in the industrial world 
at about 2 per cent, would rise sli- 
ghtly to 2.8 per cent. 

Final details of the budget are 
expected to be announced on Jan. 
25. Political sources have forecast 
cuts in income taxes but higher 
levies on industry, liquor and cars. 


Pravda urges more 
help for private farms 


MOSCOW (Rj — The Soviet 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
Friday spoke out strongly in fav- 
our of encouraging private far- 
ming plots by providing a much 
greater range of small-scale agr- 
icultural equipment. 

In a commentary which praised . 
the output of family small hol- 
dings, the newspaper said their 
production could be even higher if 
they were able to buy machinery 
such as mini-tractors and exc- 
avators. 

More than 35 million rural fam- 
ilies operate their own plots, eit- 
her rearing livestock or growing 
crops and flowers. 


Covering only 3 per cent of Sov- 
iet farming land, they provide nea- 
rly 30 per cent of the country’s 
food supplies. 

Although it gave little enc- 
ouragement to private farming in 
the past, the Kremlin leadership 
has now ruled that it is a valuable 
and highly productive sector of the 
farming economy. 

The Pravda article complained 
that although the authorities were 
calling for practical support for the 
small plots, industry had so far 
made no moves to turn out the 
kind of gear which would mec- 
hanise work on them. 


Japex hits oil in Oman 

MUSCAT (R) — Japan Petroleum Exploration Company (Japex) 
has made a promising oil find in the Mazoon area of Oman, about 
270 kilometres west of the capital Muscat industry sources said 
Thursday. They said the company’s experts were assessing the com- 
mercial viability of the find, in J apex’s 3,700 square kilometres 
'concession, which was granted in July 1981. Japex is one of several 
foreign firms drilling for oil in Oman. Others include Gulf Petroleum 
Oman, Japan Petroleum Development Company and British Pet- 
roleum. 


24 African states face 
grave food shortages 


Wheat council predicts 
record ’84 world crop 


NAIROBI (R) — 24 African cou- 
ntries from Zimbabwe in the south 
to Ethiopia in the east are facing 
grave food shortages, the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said Thu- 
rsday. 

In a report issued in Nairobi and 
at its headquarters in Rome, the 
FAO said it needed 1.6 million 
tons of food and almost S 1 UO mil- 


though donor pledges have inc- 
reased threefold there remains a 
food aid gap of 1.6 million tons,” 
the report said. 

Of this the FAO said some 
700,000 tons had to be delivered 
before the end of March. 

“There is an urgent need to inc- 
rease further the allocations of 
food aid and to expedite deliveries 
of pledged assistance to a number 



LONDON (R) — World wheat 
production is still on course for a 
record 500 million tonne harvest 
in 1984, the International Wheat 
Council ( 1WC) said Thursday. 

With two-thirds of winter wheat 
sowings completed, the council 
said in a report that events to date 
seemed to support its prediction 
last month of a record world crop, 
with high sowings and generally 
favourable weather reported in 
the Soviet Union, the European 
Community. China and India. 

The council said last month that 
a harvest of this size would exceed 
world consumption, estimated at 
around 483 million tonnes, and 
industry sources have said the rise 
in world stocks would result in a 
continuation of the present world 


Peanuts 



glUL 

World output for 1983 is exp- 
ected to be around 487 million 
tonnes, the 1WC added. 

Soviet wheat imports are exp- 
ected to rise slightly in the year 
ending July, 1984 to 18 million 
tonnes from] the 17 JS million for- 
ecast last month, the IWC said. 

Soviet Deputy Prime Minister 
Leonid Kostandov has said that 
the country’s 1983 grain harvest 
should be the third best in the past 
8 years, with a predicted crop of 
between 195 and 223 million ton- 
nes. 

In 1981 and 1982 the harvests 
were so bad that the figures have 
never been published in official 
records. 


at, MfrCvli. 


lion in aidto.meetneed&caused byt>_ of countries,”. it s aid .... . .. ■*•. 

drought, livestock disease antt African per capita food pro- 
civil strife. * - duction has declined in the past 


The countries^ most urgent of 
help are drought-hit Lesotho and 
Mozambique, and Tanzania, 
which has been hit by the grain- 
attacking borer beetle. 

The report, the third issued by a 
so-called FAO task force since an 


few years, according to the U.N.’s 
World Food Council and this 
trend has been aggravated by one 
of the worst droughts to hit parts 
of Africa in 20 years. 

Of the required 1.6 million tons 
of additional food aid. 885,000 


African food crisis became app- _ tons are needed in West Africa, 



arent last year, said cereal output 
in the afflicted states as a whole 
was estimated to have dropped to 
16.2 million tons in 1983 from 
17.6 million in 1982 and 19.7 mil- 
lion in 1981. 

The total cereal import needs 6f 
the 24 states are estimated at 5.3 
million tons of which 3.4 million 
tons are expected to come in the 
form of food aid. 

‘ Known food aid pledges so far 
total 1 .75 million tons. Thus even 


/Yurt 


430.000 tons in East Africa and 
*290,000 tons in Southern and 
Central Africa. 

The afflicted countries are: 
Angola, Benin, Botswana. Cape 
Verde, Central African Republic. 
Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia. Ghana, 
Guinea. Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho. 
Mali Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Somalia, Swaziland. Tanzania. 
Togo. Upper Volta. Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 
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Filipinos may lose jobs 

MANILA (R) — Philippine Labour Minister Bias Ople said Thu- 
rsday about 68.000 workers might be laid off in the first quarter of 
the year because of the country’s financial crisis. 

He told a group of businessmen that the estimate was based on a 
survey conducted by his office, and was now being validated through 
checks with the firms covered by the survey. 

The financial crisis has stalled the importation of some raw mat- 
erials required by industry, forcing many manufacturing firms either 
to close sbope or slow down operations. 

However, Mr. Ople said there were optimistic trends observable in 
some industries, such as garments and electronics, which he said were 
cxperiencing-in creased demand from abroad, and were recalling 
workers earlier laid off. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JAN. 21, 1M4 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A good day to get into 
the various odds and ends and the details of work and 
everyday living that may be difficult to accomplish dur- 
ing the busy week. Show others more courtesy. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) All kinds of tasks can be 
handled today, whether at home or in the outside world. 
Get an early start on them. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Go to beauty or barber 
shop today and improve your appearance to look more 
charming. Gad about socially and make new contacts. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Many small tasks are 
awaiting your attention at home, so get right at them 
and they are soon out of the way. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Fine day for 
handling correspondence, statements, travel plans etc. 
Then you can get out and go visiting. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Handle any accounts and 
reports for which you have had little time during the 
busy week. Take any needed health treatments. 

VIRG6 (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Improve your ap- 
pearance and then handle personal problems wisely. 
Know who it is you want in your life for the future. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Those petty annoyances 
in your life need to be handled meticulously now and got- 
ten rid of quickly. Money can't buy everything. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) It is important that 
you handle every itme precisely when going after your 
special goals if you are to make headway. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Getting shopp- 
ing. marketing and other outside duties handled early 
is wise. Don't procrastinate. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Some new interest 
can be investigated today. Get at this early and find the 
right source of data you need. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Some special atten- 
tion to business and financial affairs now can make the 
days ahead much brighter. Handle small duties now. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Plan how to have greater 
accord with associates in the future and gain their add- 
ed cooperation. Carry through meticulously. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be capable of making a plan and then carrying through 
with it in a most meticulous way. Early teach the right_ 
principles that Will make it possible to deal with any" 
eventuality that may arise. Teach not to criticize. 

* * * 

“The Stars impel they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

1984, The McN aught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 

by John H. Hales 

ACROSS 

: 2 

25 Secular 

45 Herb used 

13 Poker money 

1 Part of 

26 Literary 

in pickling 

18 Hardy girl 

AES. 

groups 

46 Diaries 

23 Fleur-dfl — 

6 Platter 

29 Low-lying 

47 Rabbit 

24 III. city 

10 “Damn 

areas 

hutch 

25 — and 

Yankees” 

32 Circa 

50 Fork part 

penates 

character 

33 Additional 

51 Sayings 

26 Cure 

14 Become 

34 Bedouin 

54 Take — 

27 “— Irish 

informed 

36 Important 

view of 

Rose" 

15 Sailors’ 

person 

55 Columbia 

28 Unfettered 

patron 

37 Diminished 

feeder 

29 —vivendi 

saint 

38 Cooltdge 

56 Sled 

30 Heath plant 

16 Yemen port 

of song 

59 Adjective 

31 Archfiend 

17 Warm ocean 

39 Assay 

suffix 

33 Painter 

current 

40 Responsi- 

60 Motionless 

Edouard 

19 Artist 

bility 

61 River duck 

35 Interdic- 

Rockwell 

41 Northern 

62 Biblical 

tions 

20 Sly — fox 

highway 

murderer 

37 Used In 

21 —off 

42 Places in 

63 Certain 

courts 

(irate) 

confinement 

coiffures 

41 Meditsrre- 


22 Suit 
24 Domino 


44 Gathers 
wheat 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


unn Sana □behj 

(4(911(3 DDHHH OHOa 

□□□□□□□□□a auBn 

HiiiJiiMF] □□an mail 

nnrainn nunra 
ndHHinnn □□□□an 
eirh nniiun annum 
nann naaao sacra 
daman aanaa □□□ 
nmnnaa annnaaa 
raaaa naaan 
□am nano acraaaa 
nnna nnaancinninin 
□□□a annnEj naan 
□□□a naan sira 


DOWN 

1 Water plant 

2 —ex 
machine 

3 Old song 
refrain 

4 Dog talk 

5 Kind of tea 

6 Bo 

7 “—Three 
Lives” 

8 Wee, to 
Sandy 

9 Collated 
10 Louisiana 

dty 

11 , Concert 
' halls 

12 Camera eye 


nee if land 

43 —.deux, 
tools 

44 Disappeared 

46 Examine 
side by 
side 

47 Disney 

48 Together, 

In music 

49 Baltic gulf 

50 Ankle bones 

51 Maintain 

52 “QuoVadis” 
role 

53 Cultural 
pursuits 

56 Hoop group 

57 Military 
arm: abbr. 
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World news 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY JANUARY 11 , 1984 


Gromy ko leaves for home 

Howe calls for 
wider East-West 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko left for home Friday 
after castigating U.S. policies at a European 
Disarmament Conference and holding a ser- 
ies of talks with Western ministers. 


The lengthy contacts indicated a 
slight upturn in the frosty state of 
East-West relations, despite a 
polemical tone in Mr. Gromyko’s 
speech to the conference on Wed- 
nesday and continued U.S.-Soviet 
deadlock over nuclear missiles. 
Western diplomats said. 

As the 55 -state gathering nea- 
red the end of an opening week of 
ministerial speeches. British For- 
eign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
. called for a broadening of the 
East-West dialogue. 

He said there had been no sig- 
nificant progress in negotiated 
arms control for the past five 
years. 

“Arms control negotiations 
alone cannot and should not have 
to bear the full weight of East- 
West relations." he said. “The dia- 
logue between East and West 
must be widened and given more 
substance." 

On Thursday the Warsaw Pact 
told N ATO it was ready to resume 


France sets 2-month deadline 
on Community money crisis 


STRASBOURG (R) — France, 
now president of the European 
Community’, has set a two-month ^ 
deadline to end the deadlock that' 
has prevented vital reforms of the 
blocs near bankrupt finances. 

European Affairs Minister Rol- 
and Dumas said Wednesday night 
the Community must aim to find 
answers at its March summit mee- 
ting to problems which defied sol- 
ution at similar talks in Athens last 
month. 

External Affairs Minister Cla- 
ude Cheysson told European par- 
liamentarians earlier that if the 


impasse were not cleared by the 
end of March the Community 
could collapse, parliamentary’ sou- 
rces said. 

The two ministers told jou- 
rnalists that France hoped to bre- 
athe new life into the Community 
before its presidency expires in 
June, the same month as Eur- 
opean parliamentary elections. 

Leaders of the 10 Community 
countries failed in Athens to agree 
on how to deal with out-of-control 
farm spending, new revenue and 
overall budgetary reform to meet 
British complaints about excessive 
contributions. 


Armenian commando may 
get life imprisonment 


LOS ANGELES lR\ — A jury 
recommended a 20-year-old 
Armenian. Hampig Sassounian. 
be sentenced to life imprisonment 
without the possibility of parole 
for the assassination of a Turkish 
diplomat. 

The Turkish consul general in 
Los Angeles. Kemal Arikan. was 
shot 14 times while he waited in 
his car at a traffic stop light on Jan. 
IX. 14S2. 

Los Angeles Supeiror Court 
Judge Henry Nelson is almost cer- 
tain to abide by the jury’s decision. 

Demonstrators supporting Mr. 
Sassounian paraded .peacefully 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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ALWAYS ENOUGH DIAMONDS 


North-South vulnerable. 
South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K J 975 
T A 5 

K 10-12 
+ 83 

WEST EAST 

♦ 6 +43 

T KJ 1094 3 ^872 
:J5 CQ876 

♦ Q J 102 *9754 

SOUTH 
+ AQ1082 
TQ6 
0 A93 

* AK6 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * 2 T 3 ? Pass 

5 + Pass 6 ^ Pass 

6 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of ♦. 

Here’s a hand to test your 
technique. Can South claim 
his slam regardless of the 
minor suit distribution, if we 
assume that West has the 
king of hearts for his over- 
cali? 

North-South bid well to 
their slam. North had little to 
spare for his cue-bid after 
West’s overcall. Never- 
theless, he dutifully cue-bid 
his ace of hearts after South 
showed he was interested in 
heart control for a slam. 
South wisely decided to set- 


tle for a small slam. 

West led the queen of 
clubs, taken in the closed 
hand. How would you pro- 
ceed? 

If West has the king of 

hearts, you can claim the 
slam. After winning the first 
trick, draw trumps, cash 
your remaining club honor 
and ruff a club on the table. 
Now cash the king of 
diamonds and lead a low dia- 
mond toward vour hand. If 
East produces an honor, you 
win and return the nine of 
diamonds, and dummy’s ten 
of diamonds is good for a 
heart discard. 

If East follows with a low 
diamond, play your nine. As 
the cards lie. West wins the 
jack, but he is end played. He 
must either return a heart 
away from his king or else 
play a club and give you a. 
ruff-sluff. 

However, you also make 
the slam if West has three or 
more diamonds. In that case, 
he can return a diamond. If 
he has three diamonds, the 
long diamond in dummy sets 
up for a heart pitch. If he has 
four or more diamonds, run 
all your winners and, at the 
end. West will be squeezed 
between the king of hearts 
and his long diamond. Try it. 



Poland increases military 
spending by 13.9 per cent 

WARSAW (R; — Poland pub- Reagan has eased some economic 
iished defence spending estimates sanctions he imposed against Fol- 


talks with the West on reducing 
conventional forces in Europe but 
Western leaders said no progress 
had been made over negotiating 
the central issue of medium-range 
nuclear missiles. 

After the latest reaction by the 
Soviet Union to the deployment of 
new U.S. missiles in West Europe. 
Western diplomats in Moscow 
said the Kremlin seemed ready for 
a long period of tension. 

At the disarmament conference 
in Stockholm West Germany fol- 
lowed up President Reagans con- 
ciliatory tone to the Soviet Union 
by calling for a new start in 
East- West relations and some off- 
icials saw grounds for optimism in 
the Warsaw Pact’s move over con- 
ventional forces. 

Western diplomats said the East 
Bloc proposed March 15 as the 
date for resuming the Vienna talks 
which it allowed to lapse on Dec. 
15 — one of three arms control 
forums Moscow suspended late 




British Foreign Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe (right) 
and Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko (left) 


Thursday hold bilateral talks at the Soviet Embassy 
in Stockholm (AP wire photo). 


outside the court building while 
the jury of eight women and four 
men considered the penalty. 

Deputy District Attorney I pro- 
secutor) Lael Rubin had asked for 
the death sentence. He told the 
jury Mr. Sassounian had taken 
pan in the assassination in ret- 
ribution for what he believed was 
the massacre of 1.5 million Arm- 
enians at the hands of the Turks in 
1 vi 1 5 . Successive Turkish gov- 
ernments have denied the all- 
egation. 

Police believe a second man 
sought in the case may have been 
killed in Lebanon. 


last year. 

Senior West European off- 
icials saw this as a positive sign and ' 
said hardly more could have been 
expected from the first major 
East- West meeting in four months 
of deepening tension. 

But NATO leaders expressed 
little confidence about quick dev- 
elopments on nuclear missiles. 

LLS. Secretary of State George 
Shultz said “there was absolutely 
no movement’’ on the missile issue 
in his talks Wednesday with Mr. 
Gromyko. 

Italian Foreign Minister Giulio 
Andreotti. summing up West 
European feelings afLer meeting 
Mr. Gromyko, said: “The West 
should not harbour too many ill- 
usions about how fast the Soviet 
Union is willing to break out of its 


Comecon 
summit 
said to be 
delayed 


MOSCOW (R) — Plans for a 
long-awaited economic summit 
meeting of Communist leaders 
have been put back because of 
Soviet President Yuri Andropov's 
pooT health, informed East Eur- 
opean sources said Thursday. 

They said leaders of the lu- 
nation Comecon trading alliance 
had provisionally agreed to meet 
in the first half of February but 
that this proposal had now been 
shelved. 

Moscow had intormally sug- 
gested last month that the meeting 
might be possible at the end of 
February, but had so far made no 
moves to prepare for it, they 
added. 

The sources said an agenda had 
already been drawn up for the 
summit and the only cause of the 
delay was Mr. Andropov’s ina- 
bility to attend at present. 

The 6 ^-year-old Kremlin lea- 


isolaiion after such a long period.” its stand. 


Friday which indicated a sharp rise 
in the militaiy’s share of the nat- 
ional budget despiie the country's 
economic crisis. 

Newspaper reported that def- 
ence in 1 9X4 would cost-2 1 S.7 bil- 
lion zloties ($2.3 billion), an inc- 
rease of 13.9 percent over 19X3. 

No figure was given for the pro- 
portion of the budget being spent 
but informed sources said it rep- 
resented S.2 per cent compared 
with only 7.1 per cent last year. 
The share of national income rose 
from 3.07 to 4.04 per cent. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman 
said the size of the armed forces, 
the largest in the Warsaw’ Pact 
after those of the Soviet Union. 

1 was secret. 

' Latest figures provided by the 
« London-based Institute of Str- 
j ategic Studies ( ISS : said there 


and when the Warsaw gov- 
ernment declared martial law in 
19X1. the White House ann- 
ounced Thursday. 

Spokesman Larry Speakes said 
the action, responding to an app- 
eal by Lech Walesa, former leader 
of the banned Solidarity Union, 
restored Polish fishing rights in 
American waters and authorised a 



Vatican newspaper 
condemns horoscope 


VATICAN CITY (R>— The Vat- 
ican newspaper condemned hor- 
oscopes and said Roman Catholics 
who believe the stars can predict 


limited number of Polish charter future commit religious dev- 
flights to the United States this jation. The Osservatore Romano 


In Geneva NATO Secretary- 
General Joseph Luns saw little 


" ‘ « London-based Institute of Str- of about SHOO million, 

its stand ‘ ategic Studies (ISS: said there The officials, said other, more 

The deployments followed ear- i w «?e 34U.UW men in the armv. severe sanctions against Poland 
lier Moscow" warnings it was pla- | nav >’ and air force. 190.UUU of would remain in effect even tho- 


year. % _ • said belief m astrology contrasted 

Officials said they did not ant- whh the fundamental religious 
icipate any further eas ing of,san- principle that only God knows the 
ctions in the near future. future of man. Statistics show that 

The move came two months people born under the same ast- 
after Mr. Reagan agreed to neg- rologicaJ signs have different 
oliate the rescheduling of Poland’s characters and dittereni lives, it 
1981 debt to the U.S. government said. Astrologers who prepare 


chance of an early resumption of nning to move new nuclear wea- conscripts, 

missile talks and dismissed any pons into its two allied states in The show ® d a growth °f 

idea the Western alliance might be response to the deployment of about „0.tK)u men m the hignly- 

willing to freeze deployments of U.S. cruise and Pershing-2 mis- ^ned array since martial Jaw was 

its new missiles to persuade Mos- siles in Western Europe. declared tn 19. 1. Although mar- 

m return tn nhi-» . . . . .. ! dal law was lifted last July, the 

A second announcement from It has made clear there would be •. armv has kept an increased role in 

a second announcement from nogoill g back to negotiations over pub ic life 

Moscow about new m.ss.le dep- me 3 iur *_ range miss iles before the I P C 
loyments ,n East Germany and L : S . w j tMraK s its netv missiles. I 
Czechoslovakia seemed set to 
underline a grim mood in the West 


U.S. eases sanctions 


About future moves Mr. Shultz 


about the future of the nuclear s^'d it remained to be seen whe- 
missile talks. ther there *'<>uld be other high- 

Westem diplomats in Moscow let el U.S.-Soviet contacts at least 
said the timing appeared designed before October. 


to tell the West the Soviet Union 
was ready for a long period of ten- forecast whether his talks with Mr. I reward to tran 
sion and to shatter any hopes in Gromyko marked the beginning r 

NATO it might be ready to soften of a thaw in relations. 

* BRISBANE (R; — Australia s 

Queensland state government 

__ m gif** • , Fridav offered a 50,000 dollar 

Doubts voiced over official; 

version of Aquino killing B je , ke 

Petersen announced the reward 

MANILA ( R’- — The chairman of Mu. Agrava. a former appeals ' '' IT 

a special inquiry into the murder court judge, turned the hearing Hno^hT^hl ° n M °m2 
of opposition politician Benigno into an open forum and invited r ., ai l l* e dlSea f e would ^ s P r “ 
Aquino said Friday there was evi- questions from the public when a were J? 1 

dence to doubt that the officially- subpoenaed witness failed to show J* ™ J ? IS siaie wlthln 

named killer actually committed up. „ , ‘ , 

the crime. The questions reflected sus- , e a s Jr offered r !° recornr ucnd a 

Police said Mr. Aquino was tained popular interest in the Phi- Pjjjjjjj 1 3 ?Jf" 

murdered bv a notorious criminal lippines’ most rivetting “who- “ * !° fhT rhr^ir 

and Communist guerrilla, ide- dunk", ranging from the sym- 
ntified as Rolando Galman. who pathetic and helpful to the see- 

was himself shot dead moments ptical. *^' a sbdhon dollar meat and 

later. At least one witness has tes- mdu*™. 

But Commission Chairman tified that Galman could not have 
Corazon Agrava told an unusual .shot Mr. Aquino at Manila Air- 5 V . wdd 

open forum session of the three- port on Aug. 21 even though he ^ would be infected with the 
month-old inquiry: “There is now was standing nearby when guards „ » tUrn f W0 ^ d 

evidence that puts into doubt ihat escorted the former senator from J^ J on to ‘ V 1 ? 

Galman is the killer." a plane. and she< * w , h,ch roam Australia s 

grazing lands. 

The highly contagious disease 

Pravda warns China against & 


said it remained to be seen whe- ! WASHINGTON fR| — President scientific exchange 

ther there would be other high- j — — — 

level U.S.-Soviet contacts at least ! a j. 1 * rr et* a r ( \(\{\ 

before October. : Australia offers $45,000 

He also said he was unable to I 


reward to trap extortionist 


version of Aquino killing 


of about SSUU million. horoscopes for a fee should feel 

The officials said other, more particularly’ responsible for vio- 
severe sanctions against Poland lating Christian morality, 
would remain in effect even tho- 
em conscripts. ugh martial law was abolished in ‘Extinct’ T asmanian 

The figures showed a growth of the East Bloc country last year. j 
out 20.000 men in the highly- The remaining sanctions inc- tiger seen 

lude a freeze on U.S. government 

trade credits and loans, the sus- . __ . . 

peDsionof tariff concessions, the HOBART. Tasmania (R) A 
banning of operations bv the Pol- Tasmanian tiger, a urnque mar- 
ish State Airline LOT in the Uni- suptal feared e.«,nct forhalf acen- 
ted States, the curtailment of food tur *: hasb “ n s, « h . li;d b >' 

shipments except for hum- r “F r ; 

, „ , Thursday. The nger. about six feet 

“ (I-* metres) ifrsize from nose to 

® es ' tip of tale, has a tiger-striped back. 

a dog’s face, huge powerful jaws, a 

/j C tail like a kangaroo and a pouch 

4^ • -J 5 ^ for canying its young. A wildlife 

. . . service spokesman said the ranger 

extortionist saw the tiger, unique to the island 

of Tasmania off southern Aus- 
hooves, they lose weight and have Ir3)ia - 1 s m ° ntbs ago but kept sec- 


lude a freeze on U.S. govemmenr 
trade credits and loans, the sus- 
pension of tariff concessions, the 
banning of operations by the Pol- 
ish State Airline LOT in the Uni- 
ted States, the curtailment of food 
shipments except for hum- 
anitarian purposes. 3nd a ban on 
scientific exchanges. 


to be destroyed. 


ret to proieci the animal. But the 


Australian National Health tiger, a sheep killer hunted fel- 
Laboratoty head Bill Snowdon entlessly in the past, has not been 


1 MANILA (R: — The chairman of 
a special inquiry into the murder 
of opposition politician Benigno 
Aquino said Friday there was evi- 
dence to doubt that the officially- 
named killer actually committed 
the crime. 

Police said Mr. Aquino was 
murdered by a notorious criminal 
and Communist guerrilla, ide- 


Mrs. Agrava. a former appeals 
court judge, turned the hearing 
into an open forum and invited 
questions from the public when a 
subpoenaed witness failed to show 
up. 

The questions reflected sus- 
tained popular interest in the Phi- 
lippines’ most rivetting “who- 
dunit". ranging from the sym- 


ntified as Rolando Galman. who pathetic and helpful to the sce- 
was himself shot dead moments ptical. 

later. At least one witness has tes- 

But Commission Chairman tified that Galman could not have 
Corazon Agrava told an unusual .shot Mr. Aquino at Manila Air- 
open forum session of the three- pon on Aug. 21 even though he 
month-old inquiry: “There is now was standing nearby when guards 
evidence that puts into doubt that escorted the former senator from 


Galman is the killer.’ 


a plane. 


Pravda warns China against 
closer ties with Washington 


said it was feasible for the threat to 
be carried out but there wece con- 
tingency plans to eradicate the 
disease quickly once detected. 

Meanwhile Police. Customs and 
Agriculture Ministry officials 
were making intensive checks on 
imported goods at ports and air- 
ports to stop a phial of the virus 
being brought in. 

Even scientists are not allowed 
to import the virus for research. 

The letter sought the transfer to 
their own states of any non- 
Queensland prisoners and said ail 
prison superintendents should 
have university degrees. 

Queensland Prisons Minister 
Geoff Muntz said the called for 
reforms were already being imp- 
lemented even before the letter • 
was received. ! 

He said Australian state gov- 
ernments had already agreed to 
transfer prisoners back to their 
own states and Queensland’s pri- 
son staff were being awarded uni- 
versity scholarships. 


MOSCOW 1 R 1 — The Soviet 
newspaper Pravda said Friday 
China was allowing itself to be 
drawn into a closer relationship 
with Washington and warned Pek- 


der has not been seen in public for “ in « lhis was against its interests, 
five months and both Western and Cor !l r ? ientl ! 1 S on Prime Minister 
East Bloc diplomats believe he is £ hao 5 » the United 

suffering from a relatively serious States last week Pravda said 
ailment China should realise the Ihiued 

States had no real sympathy with 
j m its problems and wanted only to 

I— J pcplfin P forge a strategic alliance. 

X IV'uvILUlv Western diplomats said the 

. m commentary showed the Soviet 

Vl^lf Q leadership had been disturbed by 

V I jHo the warm atmosphere that marked 

— Ill 1 Mr. Zhao's visit and by the agr- 

Jh O j |£" I Cl C eements the two countries signed 

X ClAIYlClllvJ O on closer economic cooperation. 

mMnmr.D, D . .. . n , Pravda underlined Moscow’s 
LONDON fR) Britain s Def- irritation by publishing a fierce 
eo« Minister Michael Heseltine. Vietnamese attack on Peking alo- 

making his first visit to the Fal- & 

kland Islands, said he had gone ts ° commentary. 

.V The newspaper said statements 

there to see hots he Thatcher from u s ’ ]e £, crs duri Mr . 

P°" c y Zhago's visit had shown that Was- 

The BritishPtess Aviation in s del f™ in ' d ' 0 dl , a ."' 

a despa, ch from Pon j Stanley, the a ?™ *££52? 

island s capital, said he would visit 

troops and military installations, 

including a new airport being built I] TVT Qnranoi7 
to help protect the disputed ter- •1^1 • ugClILV 
ritory that Argentine and Britain ** 

fo^ht over in 1 982. VIENNA fR) — The illegal oar 

Britain has 4.000 troops, a squ- colics trade and drug abuse has hii 
aoron of fighter-bombers 3nd sev- record levels around the work 
eral navy ships protecting the and permissive attitudes sweepim 
South Atlantic colony that Arg- Western Europe threaten to make 
entine claims as the Malvinas. j t worse , an authoritative U.N. 
Some 1 .41)11 workers are building rcporl ^id Thursday, 
a S3IW million airport on the Fal- The international Narcotics 
kla " ds - . . Control Board (1NCB) annua] 

Mr. Heseltine said after landing report said record heroin and coc- 
l? t fi r orce P' aDe Thursday a j ne seizures had revealed an ala- 
nignt. Tve come to see- how the rming growth in narcotics abuse, 
job is being done, and to see the Lalin America, the Middle Easi 
conditions m which our people are Asia were singled out by the 

carrying out the job they have to specialised U.N. agency as th< 
do. to talk to them about the sort chief culprits providing illegal nar- 
of money that we are putting in co ti c s for both sides of the Ad- 
here and to look at the airfield anl j c 

which of course is costing a great .. Drug abuse in mosl pans 0 
deal of money and is a very imp- the worW co minues to del 

onant aspect of the future of the er i ora te... more and more cou 
Falkland Islands... ntries are afflicted. Drugs of gre- 

* Mm,ster . Margaret Tha- ater poi eilC y are more widely ava 

tehees Conservative government ilabIe and consumed i n raore haz . 
has been criticised by us par- ardous ways,” the report said, 
liamentary opposition for what it -n* mo st determined action i 
believes is an enormous expense urgen Uy required to contain ant 
mvolved in making the Falklands reverse the worsening situation.’ 
safe from attack. ««; a r — . 


China was permitting and even 
encouraging this by siding with the 
United States on issues where it 
opposed “the forces of Socialism 
and progress”. Pravda said. 

This appeared to be a reference 
to joint Chinese and U.S. criticism 
of the Soviet military intervention 
in Afghanistan and Vietnam’s 
involvement in Kampuchea. 

Pravda said China's eagerness 
to gain access to U-S. technology 
and to “play the American card” 
in its relations with Moscow were I 
making it easy for Washington to 
increase its influence over Peking, i 

Chinese leaders should realise 
the Reagan administration was 
still supporting and arming Tai- 
wan and was thus undermining 
China's interests. 

“The U.S. administration is not 
interested in the practical solution 
of problems that are of interest to 
China. Washington is striving only 
to bring Peking into its sphere of 
influence and use U.S.-Chinese 
relations for its own ends.” it said. 


SPD wants investigation 
into Kiessling affair 


BONN |R) — West Germany’s 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD) demanded Friday a par- 
liamentary investigation into the 
controversial sacking last month 
of General Guenler Kiessling. 

Former SPD Defence Minister 
Hans Apel told a one-hour par- 
liamentary debate the inquiry was 
vital to bring West Germany and 
the armed forces out of “this deep 
crisis of confidence". 

Gen. Kiessling, formerly deputy 
to NATO’s supreme commander 
in Europe, was sacked last month 
after military intelligence alleged 
he had compromised his security 
rating by visiting Cologne bars 
frequented by homosexuals and 
criminals. 

The 58-year-old general has 
denied the accusations and taken 
legal action against Defence Min- 
ister Manfred Woemer. dem- 
anding rehabilitation. 


Pressure on Mr. Woemer inc- 
reased Thursday when SPD leader 
Hans-Jochen Vogel demanded his 
dismissal during a meeting with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Mr. 
Koh! stood by the minister. 

Mr. Apel accused Mr. Woemer 
Friday of “chasing (Kiessling) 
from his post like a dog” and dam- 
aging the army’s standing in 
NATO. 


seen again and a more intense sw- 
rch is now being launched in Tas- 
mania’s heavy woodland and 
thick, lush bush. 


Soldier says he 
faked own kidnap 

STUTTGART (R» — A U.S ? sol- 
dier who said last weekend he had 
been seized by anti-nuclear act- 
ivists confessed Friday be had 
faked his own kidnap, police said. 
Specialist mechanic Liam Fowler. 
2 JL caused a major police inv- 
estigation when he disappeared a 
week ago from Schwaebiseh 
Gmuend. believed to be the first 
U.S. base equipped with NATO’s 
controversial Pershing-2 nuclear 
missiles. Soon after he vanished- 
he telephoned his wife to say he 
had been ambushed by six West 
Germans while driving along a 
country road and that his “kid- 
nappers" threatened to kill him 'rf 
reports on West German opp- 
osition to nuclear missiles were . 
not published in the U.S. media 
within 72 hours. Thirty hours after 
his disappearance, a farmer's wife 
found him asleep in a bam 230 
kilometres from the base. He was 
unharmed but suffering from exp- 
osure and was taken to a U.S. mil- 
itary hospital. There was no imm- 
ediate comment from his unit. 

Theft rife in 
British mortuaries 

LONDON (Ri — Some British 
mortuary attendants sold pituitary 
glaods from corpses for medical 


Mr. Woemer told parliament he “ om corpses Ior ™ e ? ,cai 

had consulted Gen. Kiessling-s resea ' ch - a court was told by a 
colleagues durinp superintendent who said theft was 


colleagues during investigations 
and they now backed the min- 
ister’s actions firmly. The general 
had been clearly identified in two 
bars, he said. 


rife in British mortuaries. London 
mortuary attendant Raymond 
Thomas. 26, admitted taking cash 
and jewellery from the bodies of 


“Our esteem in the (NATO) all- | Pf.°P le ^ few relatives and han- 
iance is being destroyed. To cover dlmg st ° ren coffins. He was jailed 


up his own failure. (Woemer) is 
abandoning a long-serving gen- 
eral in a flood of defamatory spe- 
cula) ion and repulsive acc- 
usations." Mr. Apel said. 


U.N. agency says drugs menace hits record level 


VIENNA (R) — The illegal nar- 
cotics trade and drug abuse has hit 
record levels around the world 
and permissive attitudes sweeping 
Western Europe threaten to make 
it worse, an authoritative U.N. 
report said Thursday. 

The International Narcotics 
Control Board (1NCB) annual 
report said record heroin and coc- 
aine seizures had revealed an ala- 
rming growth in narcotics abuse. 

Latin America, the Middle East 
and Asia were singled out by the 
specialised U.N. agency as the 
chief culprits providing illegal nar- 


ernational drugs treaties that try 
‘to limit cultivation, production 
and use of narcotics to medical 
purposes. 

Illicit cultivation of the opium 
poppy, cocoa bush and cannabis 
plant was increasing. Any red- 
uction in a given year in one loc- 
ation had been more than offset by 
increases elsewhere, the INCB 
said. 

The board praised Mexico as a 
model in the narcotics war for its 
successful destruction of poppy 
and cannabis fields by herbicides 
sprayed from light aircraft. It 


cotics for both sides of the Atl- ^ urged other countries to follow 
antic. 'this lead. 

“Drug abuse in most pans ol The U.N. agency said there 
the world continues to det- were disquieting signs that per- 
eriorate... more and more cou- missive attitudes towards drugs 
ntries are afflicted. Drugs of gre- were spreading in Western Eur- 
ater potency are more widely ava- ope and the authorities there were 
ilabIe and consumed in more haz- giving up the fight against some 
ardous ways," the report said. illegal narcotics activity. 

“The most determined action is “Certain sectors of public opi- 
urgently required to contain and' m'on seem to believe that the pro- 
reverse the worsening situation.” blem can be diminished by less 
said the INCB. watchdog for int- strict action in respect of abusers 


of particularly widely consumed 
drugs.” it said. 

Bui illicit drug production and 
trafficking generated enormous 
criminal profits and could ser- 
iously undermine the economic, 
social and political fabric of cou- 
ntries concerned. 

The board said consumption of 
illegal drugs was increasing in 
Europe and there was a growth in 
addiction and drugs-relaied cri- 
mes. 

Cannabis was widely used in 
Western Europe and there was no 
sign that demand was slackening. 
Seizures totalling HU tonnes were 
made there annually. 

Heroin was also a major con- 
cern. with supply abundant, prices 
low and purity high. Over a tonne 
of heroin was seized in each year. 
Cocaine abuse bad also surged, 
with 540 kilos seized in the first 
nine months of 1983. 

Eastern Europe was less of a 
problem and drug abuse was not 
widespread there. The main con- 


trol problem in the East-Bloc 
arose from it being a main transit 
for illegal narcotics. 

In North America there were 
serious problems with multiple 
drug abuse. Main supplies of her- 
oin came from the Middle East but 
supplies from South East Asia had 
increased. 

Cocaine consumption con- 
tinued to rise. An estimated 50 
tonnes were smuggled into the 
United States annually. 

South America and the Car- 
ibbean were cited as the major 
sources of illicit cocaine for the 
world. Cultivation acreage of the 
coca bush was expanding rapidly, 
especially in Colombia. Bolivia 
and Peru. 

Brazil was being used more and 
more as a transit for cocaine and 
chemicals used, in its manufacture. 

Jamaica had become a major 
source of high potency cannabis 
’(or North and South America to 
such an extent that cultivators had 
built illegal airstrips to export it 


for 1 8 months, nine of which were 
suspended. The mortuary sup- 
erintendent who was found not 
guilty of inciting Thomas to steal 
said dishonesty was so widespread 
he had thought he would be a mil- 
lionaire by the time he retired. - 

Greeks may legalise . 
abortion 

ATHENS (R) — Abortion could 
be legalised in Greece, where ill- 
egal abortions far outnumber live 
births, under a bill prepared by the 
Socialist government. Justice Min- 
istry sources said Friday. Press 
reports said the bill would allow 
state-funded termination of all 
pregnancies up to three months, 
provided both parenzsconsent..At 
present, abortion is allowed only 
for girls under 16. for the victims 
of rape or incest, for cases where 
the mothers mental or physical 
health is in danger, and for cases 
where the baby is likely to be born 
handicapped; But sociologists say 
300.000 to 400,000 . operations . . 
take place' each year, against 
about 1 50.000 live births^as many 
couples use abortion as a sub- - 
stitute for contraception.- 
Women's rights activists, were 
expected to give the bill a warm 
welcomebat ihe Greek Orthodox - 
Church. seemed. certain to oppose;, 
it. - - - 




